




























 
 

School District of Abbotsford 
307 N 4th Ave 

Abbotsford, WI 54405-9521 
(715) 223-6715 

   
  

February 5, 2010 
  
The School District of Abbotsford is an interested partner in the Wisconsin grant 
application for broadband funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009. This collaboration is designed to advance the broadband network needs of both 
the public and private sector in  
metropolitan cities and rural areas. In addition to providing low cost and secure high 
quality communications to hospitals and clinics (far beyond commercial internet 
services), this same broadband network would benefit schools, city and county 
municipalities and libraries. 
  
We agree this project will provide the School District of Abbotsford with access to a 
robust broadband infrastructure allowing us to meet the many challenges of our new 
information economy.  
  
The broadband funding project provides high speed internet access for our community 
that will: 
 

         Advance our community’s efforts in healthcare, education, research, and 
effective governmental operations. 

  
         Enhance lifesaving treatment and the health and wellness of residents in rural 

areas through telemedicine and the high speed exchange of critical life-saving 
medical information. 
 
 

         Create local jobs by keeping support services within the community, generate 
broadband-related jobs, enhance our community’s ability to attract and enable 
modern competitive businesses that require high performing broadband, and 
support local business entrepreneurs who require web access. 
 
 

         Allow for cost savings through local network ownership where community shareholders 
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and to 
manage the network for continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies. 
 
 



         Promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource 
sharing, improved face-to-face and virtual communication, redundant 
infrastructure and integrated, innovative and accessible services. 

  
We believe this innovative opportunity will provide Wisconsin with the broadband 
infrastructure to both achieve and sustain economic recovery. With the support of this 
grant, we look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with partners to develop a 
robust broadband infrastructure. 
  
  
Sincerely, 
  

Reed Welsh [via email] 
 
Reed Welsh 
District Administrator  
School District of Abbotsford 
PO 70 
Abbotsford, WI  54405 
(715) 223-6715 
FAX:  (715) 223-4239 
Visit Us At:  www.abbotsford.k12.wi.us 
 

http://www.abbotsford.k12.wi.us/














 

District Technology Office  30 S. Wisconsin Avenue  Rice Lake, WI 54868   
(715) 234-2181  Fax (715) 234-6679 

 

 

 

 
March 5, 2010 
 
 
 
Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling 
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington DC  20230 
 
RE: BTOP Letter of Commitment 
 
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling, 
 
We write to you today to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin – Extension’s Building 
Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community 
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption.  Both projects address critical needs for Rice 
Lake’s schools and community. These projects will provide us with the impetus and support we greatly 
need to provide education and to build community capacity in northwest Wisconsin. 
 
The Rice Lake Area School District serves 2,463 students in four-year-old kindergarten through grade 
twelve. With an annual budget of $27.6 million, the District employs over 200 professional staff and 115 
support personnel. We serve students from the City of Rice Lake, townships of Barron, Bear Lake, 
Birchwood, Cedar Lake, Doyle, Haugen, Long Lake, Oak Grove, Sarona, Stanfold, Stanley, Sumner, 
Wilkinson, Wilson, and the Village of Haugen. The area includes 241 square miles of mostly rural and 
small town areas, mostly with no broadband connectivity. The Rice Lake Area School District is a part of 
the Cooperative Educational Service Agency 11. 
 
There are five elementary sites in the Rice Lake Area School District, along with a middle school and high 
school. We are partnering on this important endeavor because:  

 The proposed projects will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure with a commitment to 
offer new or substantially upgraded service to community anchor institutions, including Rice 
Lake Area School District schools. 

 BTOP grant funding will provide high speed broadband connectivity to benefit our high school, 
middle school, elementary schools, alternative school, and district office. This connectivity, 
together with integrated technology, will empower our student and staff learning to become 
effective users of ideas and information in the 21st century. 

  



 

District Technology Office  30 S. Wisconsin Avenue  Rice Lake, WI 54868   
(715) 234-2181  Fax (715) 234-6679 

 
Our role as a partner organization includes:  

 We will be collaborating with the Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC). CINC  is 
overseeing the BTOP project in the Chippewa Valley and works to coordinate regional 
communication infrastructure projects with city, county and state government, educational 
institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers.  

 We will be working with CINC to contribute to the planning, development and execution of the 

proposed project and will manage the Rice Lake schools’ fiber-enabled network to benefit 

students and teachers. 

 We will be financially contributing to the cost share in the amount of $45,000. 

  
This effort will allow for cost savings through local network management where community 
shareholders can collaboratively improve network performance and capacity according to demand, 
managing our network for continued growth and long-term sustainability with resulting cost-
effectiveness. 

 
This BTOP effort will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource 
sharing, redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated, innovative and accessible services. Broadband 
connectivity will tremendously expand educational resources for our school community.  

 
Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly 
support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of 
Wisconsin – Extension’s  Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications. 
Sincerely, 

 
Thomas Lange 
District Technology Coordinator 
Rice Lake Area School District 
Ph: 715-234-2181 Ext. 1098 

Fax: 715-234-6679 

langet@ricelake.k12.wi.us 

 
 

mailto:langet@ricelake.k12.wi.us


























 

CHIPPEWA FALLS AREA 
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 140 Elm Street

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 
 

Ph: 715‐720‐3753 
Fax: 715‐726‐2789 

kowalssj@chipfalls.k12.wi.us 

 

February 20, 2010 

 

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling 

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information 

National Telecommunications and Information Administration 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) 

U.S. Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 

Washington DC  20230 

RE: Letter of Support for BTOP Grant 

Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling, 

I write to you today to support University of Wisconsin – Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband 

(BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption.  Both 

address critical needs for our community through a project that will provide us with the impetus and support we greatly 

need to build community capacity in our Chippewa Falls area Unified Schools District in western Wisconsin. 

The Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC) is overseeing the BTOP project in the Chippewa Valley of 

western Wisconsin. We are a member of CINC, a regional work group formed in 1999 to coordinate regional 

communication infrastructure projects with city, county and state government, educational institutions, libraries, 

nonprofits, and technology providers to facilitate network creation that is innovative, competitive, and economically 

sustainable. CINC members, represented by chief information officers, include: Cooperative Educational Service Agency 

10 (CESA 10), University of Wisconsin‐Eau Claire, County of Chippewa, Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District, City 

of Chippewa Falls, City of Eau Claire, County of Eau Claire, Eau Claire Area Schools, and The Indianhead Federated Library 

System. In addition, Sacred Heart Hospital (Eau Claire), St. Joseph’s Hospital (Chippewa Falls) and Luther Midelfort (Eau 

Claire) are associate CINC members. 

We are collaborating on this important endeavor because in education it is truly time to rethink our purpose and how 

we connect to our students, parents and community.  Our students are experiencing a much different educational 

environment than their parents or even ourselves.  Recent research from the project “Innovation in Educational 

Technology: The Virtualization of K‐12 and Higher Education” predicts that by 2014 close to 10 million K‐12 students will 

be enrolled in a virtual school or taking classes online.  By supporting the BTOP grant not only will it help us meet the 

needs of our students as they enter this online world. It will also: 

 Allow us to offer broadband to our 4 year old kindergarten programs that are spread throughout our 

community.  Specifically, this would allow access to our pre‐school age children to an online curriculum that is 

shared throughout the district and also allow collaboration between staff on common assessments, data study 

and improved instructional strategies.  All of this supports research that preparation of pre‐school age children 

consistently shows them being more successful throughout elementary school both academically and socially.  

http://cfsd.chipfalls.k12.wi.us/�


 To share resources with other schools across the state.  Specifically, we would be able to expand our distance 

learning programs with other K‐12 districts across the state.   Instead of hiring a French teacher for 30 students, 

that is a cost we would be able to save by sharing it with another district.   We would be able to open up an 

entire new global curriculum to students that would prepare them for the workforce or post‐secondary 

education.   

 

As a collaborator we are supporting this effort by:   

 Participating in the Community Area Network to ensure usage of broadband technology within our organization 

 Starting to train and certify our teaching staff through the Department of Public Instruction to be qualified to 

teach in an online environment.  

 Working on identifying populations within our district that could benefit from broadband and educating them 

on to access information either from our district or educational resources that would benefit them.  For 

example; adult literacy programs.  

 
School districts around the country face an overwhelming challenge of preparing students for a workplace and post‐
secondary education that is constantly changing.   School funding models are not designed to meet these challenges; the 
BTOP grant would help bridge the gap for our district and several other districts through Wisconsin.   If the grant is now 
awarded, we will keep working towards our goals it is part of our strategic plan for our district. However, it will take 
more time to complete and opportunities for our students are being missed.  Funding of the BTOP grant would allow us 
to capitalize on the stated objectives above in the near future, which would put us in the right direction of changing how 
we do things to prepare our students and communities for tomorrow.  

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly support the 

project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of Wisconsin – Extension’s  Building 

Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications. 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Scott Kowalski 

Director of Educational Technology 

Chippewa Falls School District  

 































 



 











 
 
 

 

 
Clark County Clerk’s Office 

Christina M. Jensen, Clerk • Gayle Vatne, Deputy Clerk  
517 Court Street – Room 301 
Neillsville, WI 54456‐1994 

Phone: (715) 743‐5148   Fax: (715) 743‐5154 
 

 

 

LETTER OF SUPPORT 
for a 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
Grant Application to Support Rural Broadband in Western Wisconsin 

 
 

January 28, 2010 
 
Clark County is an interested partner in the Wisconsin grant application for broadband funding under the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. This collaboration is designed to advance the 
broadband network needs of both the public and private sector in  
metropolitan cities and rural areas. In addition to providing low cost and secure high quality 
communications to hospitals and clinics (far beyond commercial internet services), this same broadband 
network would benefit schools, city and county municipalities and libraries. 
 
We agree this project will provide Clark County with access to a robust broadband infrastructure 
allowing us to meet the many challenges of our new information economy.  
 
The broadband funding project provides high speed internet access for our community that will: 
 

 Advance our community’s efforts in healthcare, education, research, and effective 
governmental operations. 

 
 Enhance lifesaving treatment and the health and wellness of residents in rural areas through 

telemedicine and the high speed exchange of critical life-saving medical information. 
 

 Create local jobs by keeping support services within the community, generate broadband-related 
jobs, enhance our community’s ability to attract and enable modern competitive businesses that 
require high performing broadband, and support local business entrepreneurs who require web 
access. 
 

 Allow for cost savings through local network ownership where community shareholders can 
freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and to manage the 
network for continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies. 
 

 Promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved 
face-to-face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure and integrated, innovative and 
accessible services. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
We believe this innovative opportunity will provide Wisconsin with the broadband infrastructure to both 
achieve and sustain economic recovery. With the support of this grant, we look forward to participating in 
collaborative efforts with partners to develop a robust broadband infrastructure. 

Sincerely, 

[signed via email] 

Christina M. Jensen 
Clark County Clerk 
(715) 743-5150 

















 
1304 N. Hillcrest Parkway, Suite B, Altoona, WI 54720 

Phone: 715-834-9672  Fax: 715-834-8663  Email: rivercountry@rivercountryrcd.org 
www.rivercountryrcd.org  River Country is on Facebook: Become a Fan Today! 

 
Mission: “Enhance quality of life by promoting collaborative efforts that protect and conserve our human, natural, and economic resources.” 

 
 
February 26, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling 
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington DC  20230 
 
RE: Support of BTOP Grant, “Building Community Capacity through Broadband” 
 
 
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling, 
 
We write to you today to support University of Wisconsin – Extension’s Building Community 
Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community 
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption.  Both address critical needs for our rural 
communities and agricultural economies in western Wisconsin and build community capacity. 
 
River Country RC&D is a non-profit (501 c 3) organization serving twelve counties in West Central, 
WI. Our role is to be a catalyst; encouraging sustainable economic development, conserving natural 
resources, and empowering people to bring about positive change. The Council focuses on assisting 
projects that improve the sustainability and economic well-being of our communities and farms 
 
Chippewa Valley Pilot: The Chippewa Valley portion of this project is led by a community area 
network known as the Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC). This consortium is a 
regional public and private consortium formed in 1999 to coordinate regional communication 
infrastructure projects with city, county, and state government, educational institutions, libraries, 
nonprofits, and technology providers. CINC members include:  

• Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 and the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire  

• Chippewa County, Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District and the City of Chippewa Falls  

• County of Eau Claire, City of Eau Claire and the Eau Claire Area Schools  

• Associate members include Sacred Heart Hospital (Eau Claire), St. Joseph’s Hospital (Chippewa 
Falls) and Luther Midelfort/Mayo (Eau Claire) 

 
We support this effort because broadband connectivity is needed to increase the economic capacity 
of our agricultural community. Rural and small towns are underserved with broadband. They are at a 
disadvantage economically in a wired world. It’s hard to run even  a internet basic application with 
dial-up connections, and almost impossible to take advantage of websites, on-line classes, and social 
media. Broadband connectivity can have long-lasting impact on how people live and work in the 
agricultural community.  
 

mailto:rivercountry@rivercountryrcd.org�
http://www.rivercountryrcd.org/�


As a collaborator organization, we are supporting this effort by working closely with BCCB to address 
the needs of a segment of the population that may be hard to reach or a vulnerable group that 
requires special attention to ensure understanding and usage of broadband. We will also assist in the 
educational outreach component of BCCB helping to facilitate contact with farmers. 

 
BENEFITS & OUTCOMES:   

• As a result of these grants, broadband service will be made available to areas of the 

community that currently have sporadic access at best. 

• This effort will allow for cost savings through local network management where community 

shareholders can collaboratively improve network performance and capacity according to 

demand, managing their network for continued growth and long-term sustainability with 

resulting cost-effectiveness. 

• This effort will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource 

sharing, redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated, innovative and accessible services. 

• This effort will improve e-commerce capability and ensure sustainable community growth and 

prosperity 

• This effort will create consumer broadband demand and enable other service providers to 

serve the community. 

• This effort will help shape realistic models of broadband deployment and tremendously expand 

educational resources for our community.  
 

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly 
support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of 
Wisconsin – Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Richard Purdy, PhD 

River Country RC&D 
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  Administration .. 
 
 
 
 

 
January 21, 2010 
 
Mr. Anthony Wilhelm, Director 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) 
Office of Telecommunications and Information Applications 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce, HCHB, Room 4887 
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 
RE: Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium BTOP Grant Application for Comprehensive 
Community Infrastructure, Public Computer Centers, and Sustainable Broadband Adoption 
 
Dear Mr. Wilhelm: 
 
Baldwin Area Medical Center is an interested partner in the Wisconsin grant application for 
broadband funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. This 
collaboration is designed to advance the broadband network needs of both the public and 
private sector in metropolitan cities and rural areas. In addition to providing low cost and 
secure high quality communications to hospitals and clinics (far beyond commercial internet 
services), this same broadband network would benefit schools, city and county municipalities 
and libraries. 
 
We agree this project will provide Baldwin Area Medical Center with access to a robust 
broadband infrastructure allowing us to meet the many challenges of our new information 
economy.  
 
The broadband funding project provides high speed internet access for our community that 
will: 
 

 Advance our community’s efforts in healthcare, education, research, and effective 
governmental operations. 

 Enhance lifesaving treatment and the health and wellness of residents in rural areas through 
telemedicine and the high speed exchange of critical life‐saving medical information. 

 Create local jobs by keeping support services within the community, generate broadband‐
related jobs, enhance our community’s ability to attract and enable modern competitive 
businesses that require high performing broadband, and support local business entrepreneurs 
who require web access. 

 Allow for cost savings through local network ownership where community shareholders can 
freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and to manage the 
network for continued growth and long‐term cost efficiencies. 

 Promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved 
face‐to‐face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure and integrated, innovative 
and accessible services. 

Baldwin
Area

Baldwin
Area 730 10th Avenue 

Baldwin, WI  54002 



 
We believe this innovative opportunity will provide Wisconsin with the broadband 
infrastructure to both achieve and sustain economic recovery. With the support of this grant, 
we look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with partners to develop a robust 
broadband infrastructure. 

Sincerely, 

 

Alison H. Page, CEO                                   
Baldwin Area Medical Center  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Your Trusted Health and Wellness Partner 
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