FLORIDA RURAL BROADBAND ALLIANCE, LLC LETTERS OF SUPPORT

Legislative

Congressman Alcee L. Hastings
Congressman F. Allen Boyd, Jr.
Congressman Jeff Miller
Congressman Vern Buchanan
Office of the Governor
Representative Brad Drake
Representative Denise Grimsley
Representative Kevin J. Rader
Representative Marti Coley
Senator Alfred "Al" Lawson, Jr.
U.S. Senator Bill Nelson

FRBA Strategic Partners

Florida Department of Transportation

Hardee County Industrial Development Authority
Mainstreet Broadband

North Florida Broadband Authority

Xiocom Wireless

City and County Leadership

Calhoun County BOCC

City of Apalachicola

City of Bowling Green

City of Bristol

City of Chattahoochee

City of Clewiston

City of Gretna

City of Jacob City

City of Marianna

City of Moore Haven, Florida
City of Okeechobee

City of Port St. Joe

DeSoto County BOCC
Franklin County BOCC
Gadsden County BOCC
Glades County BOCC

Gulf County BOCC

Hardee County BOCC
Hardee County Clerk of Court



Hardee County Property Appraiser
Hardee County Supervisor of Elections
Hardee County Tax Collector
Hendry County BCCC

Highlands County BOCC

Helmes County BOCC

Jackson County BOCC

Liberty County BOCC

Town of Campbellion

Town of Havana

Town of Sneads

Town of Zolfo Springs
Washington County BOCC

Essential Public Services

Bonifay Police Department

City of Blountstown Police Department
DeSoto County Public Safety Department
Franklin County Sheriff's Office

Hardee County Emergency Management
Hardee County Fire Rescue

Hardee County Sheriff's Office

Highlands County Sheriif's Office

Helmes County Emergency Management

Education and Libraries

Calhoun County Public Library System
Chipola College

Edison State College

Glades County School District

Gulf County Schools

Heartland Educational Consortium
Heartland Library Cooperative
Holmes District School Board

Indian River State College

School Board of Highlands County
School District of Okeechobee County
South Florida Community College
The School Board of Hardee County
The School Board of Liberty County
The School District of DeSoto County
Washington County District School Board
Washington County Public Library



Economic Development

Apalachee Regional Planning Council

Apalachicola Bay Chamber of Commerce
Atlanticblue

Calhoun County Chamber of Commerce

Carrabelle Area Chamber of Commerce

Central Florida Regional Planning Council

Chipola Regional Workforce Development Board, Inc.
City of Wauchula Community Redevelopment Agency
Eastern Collier Chamber of Commerce

Economic Council of Okeechobee

Enterprise Florida

Gadsden County Chamber of Commerce

Glades County Economic Development Council, Inc.
Gulf Coast Workforce Board, Inc.

Guif County Economic Development Council

Hardee County Chamber of Commerce

Heartland Workforce

Hendry County Economic Development Council
Highlands County Economic Development Commission
Holmes County Chamber of Commerce, Inc.

Holmes County Chamber of Commerce, Inc.

Jackson County Chamber of Commerce

Jackson County Development Council, Inc.

Ridge Area Arc

Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council
Southwest Florida Workforce Development Board, Inc.
The Chamber of Washington County

Workforce Plus

Health Care

Campbellten-Graceville Hospital

Doctors Memorial Hospital

Doctors' Memorial Hospital

Florida Hospital Heartland Division
Heartland Rural Health Network, Inc.
Hendry/Glades Counties Health Department

Airport Authorities

Collier County Airport Authority
Sebring Regional Airport



Electric Cooperatives

Glades County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Gulf Coast Electric Cooperative
West Florida Electric Cooperative Association, Inc.

Other

Capital City Bank

David H. Melvin, [nc. Consulting Engineer
First National Bank of Wauchula
Florida's Great Northwest
Gatorama

Jim See Realty, Inc.

Lykes Land Investmenits, Inc.
Main Street Wauchula

PBS&J

PBS&J

River Forest Yachting Center
Trails End Fishing Resort
Wauchula State Bank
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March 22, 2010
SENIOR DEMOCRATIC WHIP
Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, Inc.
c/o Robert E, Sheets
1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, FL 32308

Dear Mr. Sheets:

1 am pleased to support the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is aregional collaboration of local and tribal governments,
econoniic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida
counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest
Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Areas of Critical
Economic Concern (RACECs).

These RACEs consist of eight counties in the Northwest Florida region and all or parts of
six counties in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions
with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida
forward now and long inlo the fulure,

The FRBA supports broadband advancement and economic development by creating
sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor
institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communities through community
area networks. I believe the FRBA will provide the targeted counties with access to a robust
advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information
economy. I wish you great success, and I am willing to help in any way that I can.

Alcee L. Hastings
Member of Congress
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Fiorida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Mr. Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, FL 32308

Facsimile: 866-856-2519

Reference: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (I'R.BA) Grant
Application for Broadband Funding

Please accept this letter as a true expression of my support for the Florida
Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). As you may
know, the FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic
development agencies from fifteen (15) rural disadvantaged Florida counties with the
purpose of meeting the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Ceniral Rural
Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). The Northwest Florida region RACEC
encompasses Calthoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and
Washingfon Counties while the South Central Florida region RACEC is comprised of De
Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties and also including
the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County. The attainment of ARRA grant
funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel them
forward to achieve a more level status with the rest of the country.

I believe and support the notion that should FRBA be successful in obtaining this
AARA broadband grant the capacity for economic growth, prosperity, and vitality in both
the Narthwest Florida region and the South Central Florida region will be greatly
improved through the interconnection of community anchor institutions such as hospitals,
schools, and libraries as well as extending advanced broadband mfrastructure o the
citizens and existing and future businesses of both regions.

Since the designation by the Florida Legislature of the Rural Areas of Critical
Economic Concern I have been an advocate for and supporter of these rural organizations
and their programs that strive to bring new jobs and opportunities into their respective
regions. Funding provided by receipt of this grant money will provide these areas, not
with the huxury of having Broadband, but with the necessity of having Broadband in



order to compete on a level playing field with the metro communities within the state and
country. Your careful consideration of this grant application would be very much

appreciated. Should you need additional information please don’t hesitate to contact my
office.

Sincerely,

F (. bosd 4

F. Allen Boyd, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, L1.C
</o Robert Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, FL 32308

Dear Mr, Sheets:

WASHINGTON OFFCE:
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http:/feffmiller.house.gov

Toll Fraa: 1-886-387-1614

I would like to express my support for the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant
application requesting broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2002 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments
and economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to
meet the essential and advanced broadband network necds of the Northwest ¥lorida Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Econemic Concern
(RACEC). These RACECs consist of several counties within Florida’s First Congressional
District, for which I represent. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary
economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even
footing with the rest of the country.

I am eager to see a project such as this funded, as it literally spans a wide spectrum of critical
sectors within the areas that will be benefited through advanced community offorts in healtheare,
education, public safety, governmental services delivery, disaster preparedness, libraries, and
emergency operations, This project will generate clean jobs and cost savings through local
ownership of a network where community shareholders freely improve network performance and
capacity according to demand.

1 believe that the opportunities gained through this proposal will provide Northwest and South
Central Florida with a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus
and start positioning both regions for the future, Please grant all possible consideration to
funding this very important initiative, With warm personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

ILLER
Member of Congress

IM/fjm
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March 18, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E, Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Sulte 250
Tallehassee, Florida 22308
Facsimlie: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets

RE:

Florida's Heartland REDI (FFIREDI) Broadband Propasal

This letter Is in support of Florida Heartland's effort to expand broadband access to 15 rural disadvantaged
Florida counties, including DeSoto and Hardee counties in Florida's 13% District. Broadband would heip propel
Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

By providing these counties with access to a robust advanced broadbang infrastructure, FREA would help them
meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safely, emetgency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative
expetiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community
nstitntor, The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers
and builders of broadband neiworks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices,
developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance
advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that
require big broadband, but it will also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to
business on the web,

Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster
continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to
face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information
and integrated, innovative and accessible services acroes departments freeing staff fo focus on providing
betler setvice to citizens. '

112

. SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE
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I suppott the development of this network and praise the FHREDI for participating in collaborative efforts with
state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced broadband
infrastructure,

Sincerely,
Vern Buchanan
Member of Congress



STATE OF FLORIDA

Office of the Gobernor

THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0001

www.flzov.com

CHARLIE CRIST
GOVERNOR 830-188-7146

850-487-0801 fax

March 15, 2010

Robert Sheets, CEO

GSG, Inc.

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, FL. 32308

Re: Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC - BTOP Round 2 Application
Dear Mr, Sheets:

The Governor’s Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI) supports the
Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC’s (FRBA) application for federal stimulus funding
from the Broadband Techrology Opportunities Program (BTOP). As proposed in their
application package, the Northwest and South Central Florida Rural Areas of Critical
Economic Concern formed the aew LLC to apply for funding to construct a wholesale,
open-access microwave and fixed wireless Middle Mile broadband network. The service
area is comprised of fourteen (14) of Florida’s most rural economically distressed and
underserved counties.

The network design is nearly identical to that utilized in the only successful Round 1 Grant
Application in Florida. The validity and efficiency in delivering high-speed capacity for anchor
institutions and last mile providers has been proven by the successful submittal by the North
Florida RACEC through the North Florida Broadband Authority. This design and application
represents Florida's best opportunity to bring Broadband Stimulus funds to our region in this final
round. '

REDI acts as an advocate for economic growth in rural areas through the creation
and expansion of velue-added job opportunities, increased skill levels and appropriate
infrastructure improvements, resulting in an enhanced economic development and quality of life
for all people in rural commumnities

Sincerely,

Yira M%/

Diane Scho
Sr. Analyst- Economic Development Programs
Office of Tourism, Trade & Economic Development



Florida House of Representatives
Representative Brad Drake

District 5
District Office: Tallahassee Office:
NWFSC - Chautauqua Campus #205 ] 313 House Office Building
908 Hwy. 0W 402 South Monree Street
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 892-8431 (850} 488-0000

(350_) 892-8433 (fax)
brad.drake@myvfloridahouse.cov

March 12,2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LL.C
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding
Dear Mr. Sheets,

Please know that I am very interested in most any effort to expand broadband internet services to rural
communities. In the modern technology world we live in now, it’s very challenging to survive efficiently
without access to the internet. Even more so it’s becoming a real challenge to survive without access to high-
speed internet.

1 understand the FRBA is petitioning for favorable consideration for a grant that will allow for broadband
service build-out in areas of rural economic concern, and I support their intentions, I am very appreciative for
any favorable consideration you may lend.

Respectfully,

Brad Drake: - -
Represcitative: -5+ .

Committees:

Governmeni Accountabifity Act Council

Jaint Legislative Sunsét Cormmitiee

Public Safety & Domestic Security Policy Commiitee

Stare Universities & Private Colléges Apprapriations Committee
State Universities & Private Colleges Policy Comimiltes



Denise Grimsley
Florida House of Representatives

District 77
District Office: Tallahassee Office:
205 Scuth Commerce Avenue 223 The Capitol
Suite B 402 South Monroe Street
Sebring, FL 33870-3604 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(863) 385-5251 Toll Free Number: 866-888-6516 (850) 488-3457
(863) 386-6002 (Fax) Email:denise.grimsley@myfloridahouse.gov (850) 414-8737 (Fax)

March 15, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

I am very excited about the gramt application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009. Grant funds will provide our region with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel
Northwest and Scuth Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

I support broadband advancement and cconomic development by creating sustainable regional and statewide
infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into
communities through community area networks. I believe that FRBA will provide access advanced broadband
infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy. If the grant is awarded and high-speed,
affordable access to the information highway is made available, I want to be one of the anchor tenants. Your plan would
certainly be a very large step towards closing the digital divide that exists in our rural communities.

I believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for achieving
the broad goals of the economic stimulus. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this
network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and
private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

We hope for a successful outcome to this grant application.
Sincerely,
Denise Grimsley

Chair, Health Care Appropriations Committee;
Vice Chair, Select Policy Council on Strategic and Economic Planning;
Full Appropriations Council on General Government & Health Care;
Full Appropriations Council on Education & Economic Development; Joint Legislative Budget Commission;
Health & Family Services Policy Council; General Government Policy Council
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Florida House of Representatives

Representative Kevin J, G, Rader
District 78

Florida Rural Rroadbamd Alliancy, 1LLC
C/o Robett E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Lrive. Suite 250
Tallshussee, Florida 32308

fFacsimile, (866) 856-9519

Murch 19,2010
RE: Letter of Suppoert Florida Rural Brendband Alliance (FRBA) Geant Application for Browdband Funding
Dear Mr. Sheets.

Lyann Topel is an enthustastic pariner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliznce, LLC (FRBA) grant application
fror hromdbnnd stimulus Mnding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act o 2009 (ARRAY The
FRBA is a regional collaboration nf local and tribal governments, economic development agencies and
community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced
hraadbantd network needs of the Norhwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Beonomic Concern and the South
Central Rural Area of Critical Feonamic Concern {RACECS). These RACECs cansist of Calhaun, Franklin,
Giadsden. Gulf. Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Nothwest Florida region and Le
Sotey, Glades, | lardee, Vendry, 1ighlands and Okeechobge Counties as well 48 the uningorporated ares of
Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions
with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now
and long inte the future,

through the FREBA, | support the iniliative for broadband advancement and econontic development by ¢reating
sustainabie repional and statewide infrastructuaee thal intereonngels eommuanily anchor inglilulions and exiends
advanced troadband infrastriucrure into communitics through community arca networks. With the awaid of this
grant. FRBA regional and community area networks will advance community efforts, create 1ocal jobs, allow
for ¢ost savings and promote community coblaboration and cliciency.,

I helieve that this innovalive opporlunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation 1or
achieving the broad goals of the economie stimulus and star positioning Northwest and South Ceniral | 'lorida

[ur the lulure

Sincerely,

Kevin J. Rader

District 78
Floridy House o Reprosoniatives

kevinraderi@mytloridabouse.gov  ~ www.myfloridahouse.pov



Florida House of Representatives
Representative Marti Coley

District 7

Reply to: *Chair, Joint Administrative Procedures Committee
o 3094 Indian Circle

Room 186 *Vice Chair, Education Policy Council

Marianna, Florida 32446

(850) 718-0047 Fax (850) 718-0062 *PreK-12 Appropriations Committee
O 319 Capitol

402 South Monroe Street *PreK-12 Education Policy Committee

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300

(850) 488-2873 TFax (850) 922-7755 *Select Committee on Seminole Indian Compact Review
o 5230 West Highway 98

Administration Room 203 Marti.Coley@myfloridahouse.gov

Panama City, Florida 32401

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA} Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

I am writing today to extend my heartfelt support of the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA} grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).
The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concem and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern (RACEC). These RACECs cansist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and
Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and
Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of
Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest
and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of the country.
Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organizations representing 14 rural counties designated by the State
Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus
advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the
interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend
advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance will provide the entire region with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to
meet the challenges of cur new information economy.
The FRBA regional and community area networks will:
. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery,
emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high
speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls™ of a



traditional community institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information
sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies,

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service to citizens.

As an ardent supporter of these rural organizations and their programs that endeavor to bring new jobs and countless
opportunities into the region, 1 want to impress upon you the importance of this funding. Broadband access ismo
longer a luxury but a necessity for residents, students and businesses alike. We would look forward to a time when
the RACEC designation is no longer needed and the regions can compete on even footing with the rest of Florida
and the country.

Sincerely,

Marh Mﬁ/

Representative Marti Coley
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March 10, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Roberl E. Shoels

1500 Mahan Drive, Suile 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimmile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr, Sheets,

RE: Letier of Support Florida Rural Broadi:and Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

T am writing today to extend my heartfelt support of the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant
application for broadband stirmulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARR A).
The FRBA is a regional collaborarion of local governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Arca of Critical Economic Coneern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern (RACEC), These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Frauklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Tackson, 1iberty and
‘Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and
Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated arca of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of
Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economi¢ stimulus to propcl Northwest
and South Central Florida [orward onto more even footing with the rest of the couniry.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State
Legislature as arcas of criical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thos
advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. ‘This grant will betier allow the
interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, ete., as well as extend
advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Fiorida Rural
Broadband Alliance will provide the entire region with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to
tnest the chatlenges of our new information economy.

‘The FREA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcars, education, public gafety, governmental services delivery,
emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart prid), and rescarch through
high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls™
of a traditional community ingtitution, The community will be better equipped to push research and
information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving
data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers
of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced

REPLY TO:
£ 228 Sanate Offica Builting, 404 South Mosroe Sirsel, Tallashasses, Florida 32388-1100 (850} 4875004

Sanate's Wabaits: www.flesnale.gov

JEFF ATWATER MIKE FASANO
Precldent of the Senate Preaident Pro Tempore
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brgadband network will not only ativact and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband,
bul it will also support local smalt business entreprencurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownerskip of a high performance network where community

sharcholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster
continued prowth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Communky Collaboratlon and Efflclency throush cost and resource sharing, improved face to
: face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information

and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing
better service to citizens.

As an ardent supporter of these rural organizations and their programs that endeavor to bring new jobs and countless
apportunities into the region, I want to impress upon you the importance of this funding, Broadband access is no
longer a luxury but a necessity for residents, students and businesses alike. We would look forward to a time when
the RACEC designation is no longer needed and the regions can compete on even footing with the rest of Florida
and the country.

Si ly,
Al 11, Jr.
State Senator, Disirict 6

Almd



gﬁmhah ﬁtatw c%zrtahz_; o

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0905

BILL NELSON
FLORIDA.

March 12, 2010

Mr. Robert E. Sheets
Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

RE: Florida-Rural:Broadband Alliance Grant Applicationf for Broadband Funding
Dear Mr. Sheets:

I am pleased‘to provide this letter in support-of the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance,
LLC (FRBA)'s effoits to obtain a federal grant. The goal of their proposed project is to better
allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such-as hospitals, schools and
libraries in order to extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing
businesses. I respectfully request your conmderahon of this organization’s application for federal
funding.

The FRBA is a regional collaboration of Jocal governments and economic development
agencics from fifteen rural disadvantaged Florida counties. This collaboration is designed to
meet the essential and advancéd broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area
of Critical Economic Concern and-the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern
(RACEC). If funded, ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic
stimulus to propel Northwest and-South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the
rest of the country. :

‘Again, | encourage your consideration of this worthy cause. If I-can be of further
assistance in this matter; please do not hesitate to contact me:at the address below.

Sl Unlted States. Senator B111 Neison Landmark 'I‘wo 228 E’ast Robmqon Street Suite 410, Orlando, F}orida 32801
Telephone [407] 872-7161 « Toll:Free in Florida. Only (888) 671-4091 * Tax: (407) 672-7165

http /fbﬁlneison senate, gov
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Florida Department of Transportation

CHARLIE CRIST £05 Suwannee Sireet STEPHANIE £. KOPELOQUSOS
GOVERNOR Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 SECRETARY
August 17, 2009

Mr. David .J. Villano

Assistant Administrator, Telecommunications Program
Rurat Utllitles Service

Unfied States Department of Agriculture

Rural Development

Washington, DC 20250-1500

Dear Mr. Villano:

Please sccept this lefier as an expresslon of support from the Flerida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) for the Opporiunity Florida’ / North Florida Economic Development Farinership® / Florlda's
Heartfand Rural Economic Development initiative® application for the Rural Utilities Service Broadband
Initietives Program. These three Rural Areas of Critical Economic Congern, designated by the Governor
of Flarida, have come together to pursue funding to help deploy a regional broadband network in the
thres rural regions of Florida. By providing much needed communications infrastructure 1o the twenty
eight rural countles, opporiunities for economic davelopment will increzse and quallty of life will Improve
in rural Florida.

Currently, Sectlons 337,401 - 337,404, Florida Staiutes and Rule 14-48.001, Florida Administrative Code
allow communication lines access along the State Mighway System, other than limifed access right-of-
ways. All utility owned facllities on Florlda Department of Transportation rights-of-way must be authorized
by permit and ali utility design work, to the extent allowed by Florida law, must comply with FDOT
requirements. As long as each rural county submits permits with designs in accordance with the current
FDOT Utility Accommoedation Manual, the Florida Department of Transportation will issue the necessary

permits.
Intrinsic Value and Stabllity of State Righi-of Wa

According to a report issued by the Federal Highway Administration to Congress in 2007% using a state
depariment of transportation as a right-of-way provider eliminetes some risks that would otherwise
accompany having a privale entity as the right-of-way providers. The risk of bankruptey of the right-of-way
provider and potential rejection of the right-of-way agreement by the bankrupicy party Is much lower when
the provider is a governmental entity, To the extent the right-of-way grant can be made in the form of an

' Northwest Rural Area of Critical Econornic Conicern

2 North Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern

3 South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concem

4 FDOT Utility Accommodation Manual

hitp:/faww2.dot.state fl.usiproceduraldocuments/procedures/blin/710020801/Chapter-1.pdf
Rural Interstate Corridor Communications Siudy Report to Congress — August 2007, page 116

fip:/fops Ift {0807 /report to congress.pdf '

www.dot.siate fl.us

VRN P

e ny b

Leaia g2

Cipope, gt 8 Lo



Mr. David J. Villano
August 17, 2009
Page two

easement, the telecommunications company pariner enjoys even greater stability of the right-of-way grant
under state property laws.

Vzlue of State Right-of-Way

Due to drastic differences in rural land values across the state and the lack of exast corridor alignments,
right-of-way values reflective of the specific corridors are not avaliable at this time. Recognizing Florida
Statutes allow utilitles (including tfelecommunleations/broadband) to be placed on non-limited access
right-of-way without a permif fee, ufflity applicants are not required to purchase easements from adjacent
landowners. In comparison, some states require applicants to purchase such easements for locating
utlities and/or pay a permit fze to the state. -

Fortunately, this cost will not be incurred by the applicant if they comply with Rule 14-48, Florida
Administrative Code and the FDOT Utllity Accommodstion Manual when designing their facilities.
Therefore, for purposes of valuing the necessary right-of-way for this project, one may-assume this cost

alleviation/avoidance to the applicant as the Florida Departmant of Transportation's Intkmd match for the~ .

Broadband Initiatives grant appllcatlon e o RN

ER

Thank you for inltlating this effort to heip strengmen the mformatuon infrastructure across rural America.
In addition to the direcl benefils to the rural areas, such a project would increase the Depariment’s future
opporiunities to co-locate Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) in state-owned right-cfway In these
rural counties. For these reasons, the Florida Depariment of Transportation Is commitied to serving as a
key partner in mesting the challenge of rapldly expanding the access and quality of broadband services in
rural Florlda,

Sihcerely,

BB/mwe

Coples: Stephanie Kopelausos
Kevin Thibauit
Debble Hunt

www.dot.state. fl.us




INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

March 24, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E, Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Elorida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadbanid Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding:

I session on March 18, 2010:the Hardee County Board of County Commissioners granted its consent and
approval for the Hardee County Industridl Development Authority to provide cooperation, assistance and
support to the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA). Through its own initiative the Hardee
County Industrial Development Authority (HCIDA) has created the Tardee Broadband Project. By
providing funding for Broadband infrastructure, the HCIDA has consented through Memorandum of
Understanding (attached) to allow such funding to be utilized as grant match for the FRBA.

Additionally, please find attached ali support letters previously solicited for the Hardee Broadband Project
with consent to use such-support for the FRBA.

The Hardee Broadband Project inclusive of its supportive constitiency, under the auspices and jurisdiction
of the Board of County Commissioners of Hardee County is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus fimding under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act-0f 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA isa regional collaboration of local and tribal
governmetits; econdifiic development agencies and community activists-from 15 rural disadvantaged
Florida counties des}gned t6 meet the éssential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest
Florida Rural Areas-of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern(RACECs). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson,
Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry,
Highlands.and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in
the Southwest region of Florida, ARRA grant fiinds will provide these regions with the necessary and
rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long into the
future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating
sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor insiitutions and
extends advarged broadband infrastructure nto communities throtgh community area networks. We
believe that FRBA will provide the South Central Rural Area of Crifical Economic Concern with access to
a robust advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to-meet the challenges of our nev‘g information
£conomy,



The FRBA regional and community area networks willk:

. Advance Comrunity Effoits in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management,
disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high sp.eed ACCESS
to innovative expetiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a
traditional comunity institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and
information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-
-saving data:

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment
and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds.

A high performance advanced broadband network will not. only attract and enable modern,
competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will also support local small business
efitreprefieurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of 2 high performance network where community
shareholders can fieely imiprove hetwork performarice and capacity according to demand and
foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and: Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual. communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential
information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to
focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Notthwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and
South Central Florida for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development
of this netwiark. We look forward to patticipating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and
community-based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced broadband infrastructure.

1/24 g/ Bfasfzolo

hacke]ford Cha ardee County Industrial Development Authority

Sincerel

-':1-107 East Ma
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BROADBAND

March 24, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LL.C
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile; (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Broadband Grant Application

Main Street Broadband (MSB) is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
(FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local and tribal
governments, economic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged
Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern (RACECs). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf,
Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto,
Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of
Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA. grant funds will provide these
regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida
forward now and long into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating
sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and
extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communities through community area networks.

As you know, Main Street Broadband (MSB) through its wholly-owned subsidiary Broadband South
LLC, is an RUS broadband loan borrower. Our RUS funded territory covers the following communities
within the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC service areas:

Communities County Communities

Franklin Eastpoint Gadsden Chattahoochee
Apalachicola Unincorporated Rural Areas
Carrabelle
Unincorporated Rural Areas

Gulf Wewahitchka Holmes Bonifay
Port St. Joe Unincorporated Rural Areas
Unincorporated Rural Arcas

Jackson Marianna Washington | Chipley
Cottondale Unincorporated Rural Areas
Greenwood
Unincorporated Rural Areas

Main Street Broadband LLC 3505 Koger Blvd., Suite 400
Broadband South LLC Duluth, GA 30096
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In addition, MSB is applying for a BIP Round 2 application to bring broadband access to the following
additional unserved and underserved communities in the FRBA territory:

County Communities County Communities
Calhoun Altha Town Bristol City

Blountstown Unincorporated Rural Areas
Unincorporated Rural Areas

MSB is interested in using the FRBA infrastructure to deliver commercial services to residents and
businesses in all of the above-mentioned communities, which we believe are underserved or unserved.
MSB will buy multi-megbit IP “Middle Mile” transport services and use key tower and rooftop sites
from the FRBA constituents within and around these markets.

More importantly, we believe access to this new “Middle Mile” network will allow us to rollout new or
competitive commercial services 50-75% quicker. The robust and redundant capability of the FRBA
will allow us to further enhance our services and sustainability both short and long term. By having
more robust and ubiquitous “Middle Mile” infrastructure from FRBA, Main Street Broadband will be
able to more cost-effectively serve the residential and commercial marketplace with more sustainable
and affordable broadband services.

We fully support the efforts of the FRBA to deliver new critical “Middle Mile” infrastructure from
high-capacity fiber networks to the edge of these 14 counties as part of a unique and much needed
‘public/private’ partnership.

Sincerely,
Main Street Broadband LIL.C

N

/
Michael F. Mies
Chief Executive Officer

Main Street Broadband LLC 3505 Koger Blvd., Suite 400
Broadband South LLC Duluth, GA 30096
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XNF B“ ij North Florida Broadband Authority

Expanding Access 1o Broadbard Throughatd North Florida

March 24, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliarice, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets o
1500-Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

RE:  Leiter of Support for Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LL.C Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

Dear Mr. Sheets:

Broadband Alliance’s application for Round 2 BTOP funding. The NFBA 'was awarded $30 million in Round 1
of the BTOP program to construct a broadband middle mile network to serve the North: Florida Rural Area of
Critical Economic- Concern (RACEC). The NFBA region covers 15 counties and 8 -cities in Nofth Central
Florida. The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic development agencies
and community activists from rural and economically disadvantaged communities located throughout 15 counties
within the Northwest Florida RACEC. and the South Central Florida RACEC secking to expand access to
broadband infrastructure throughout their regions. The approval of FRBA’s grant application would ensure the
expansion of access to broadband facilities throughout the 30 rural counties within the 3 Florida RACECs
included in the NFBA and the FRBA service areas. The counties within the three Florida RACECs share
common challenges and characteristics of persistent poverty, unemployment and under-education. The RACEC
designation. for the communities within the FRBA. service area demonstrates the extraordinary needs of the
citizens ‘and businesses in ‘these communities for educational improvements, job creation and economic
development that can be spurred by the expansion of broadband facilities.

The NFBA network architecture was approved in large part becanse.of its cost effective delivery of broadband
middle mile capacity across large geographic areas. Further, the network design’s utilization of existing towers
and back bone assets promotes the “shovel ready” nature of the project by reducing the needs for environmental
‘assessments and other site preparation work needed by other projects.. The NFBA has been informed that its
network is exempt from envifonmental assessment procedures, putiing its project at the forefront of all
applications funded in Round 1. 'We understand that the FRBA network has been designed consistent with the
same approach used in the NFBA application; therefore, the FRBA project-should be-fully “shovel ready” upon
approval of the FRBA application, This will help to speed the deployment of middle mile facilities throughout all
3 of Florida’s struggling RACEC regions as soon as possible.

While meeting all 7 of the statutory goal$ identified in the Notice of Funds. Availability for BTOP’s Round 2, the
FRBA project will for the first time provide ubiquitous middle mile broadband internet access to residents, private
entities, community anchor institutions, critical. community facilities, public institutions and business community
in unserved, underserved and remote areas of the Northwest Florida RACEC and the South Central RACEC.
~ Broadband infrastructuré is critical to-these: communities in order to provide 21% century education, health care,
- public safety and business development. opportunities for their citizens. Availability and access to reliable, high
speed. internet and other network connectivity is a critical infrastructure component necessary to attract new
business-and industry into the FRBA areas and to-ensure that existing residents and businesses are competitive iri
today’s state, national and global business and industrial environinents. A 2008 study conducted by the Fiorida
House of Representatives determined that expanded access to broadband facilities was one of the critical

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250, Tallahassee, FL 32308 / T 850.681.3717 / F 850.224.7206



Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
March 24, 2010
Page?2

infrastructure needs.of Florida’s rural communities. On June 24, 2009, Florida Governor Charlie Crist signed into
law Chapter 2009226, Laws of Forida, providing that broadband internet service is critical to the economic
development: of rural communities in the State, including the 3 RACEC regions. Further, in the State’s review of
Round 1 applications; the applications submiited for all 3 of the RACEC regions were designated as the
Governor*s highest priority for broadband deployment.

‘The NFBA applauds the efforts of the communities located within the FRBA regions to work collaboratively to
create a solution that gives their communities.a better future. The need for-expanded access to broadband within
these regions is demonstrated by the enthusiastic support of the benefitted communities, businesses, agencies and
project partners aiding in the development of the FRBA project. Atits March 17, 2010 Board. of Directors
meeting; the NFBA Board voted unanimously to approve an expression of its highest support for the FRBA
application. The NFBA believes that the citizens of Florida’s RACEC. communities deserve broadband access.
This projéct must be funded if the Northwest Florida RACEC and South Central Florida RACEC are to have the
same opportunities as the residents of the NFBA region and the rest of America to thrive, create clean jobs,
provide high quahty education and healthcare services, and provide public safety and governmental services
through the expansion of broadband facilities.

Sincerely,

257

Stephen G. Fulford
Chairman, North Florida Broadband Authonty




Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC ‘:—;:\ % 0 C/;}
c/o Robert E. Sheets RS &
1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250 L , \

Tallahassee, Florida 32308 ): | O Co m

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519 WIRELESS

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Xiocom is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband
stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional
collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest
Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACECs).
These RACECs consist of Cathoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the
Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the
unincorporated area of Immokaiee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide
these regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now
and long into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating sustainable regional and
statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband
infrastructure into commmunities through community area networks. We believe that FRBA will provide access to a robust
advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new infermation economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

* Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy (e.g, smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative
experiences, resonrces and tools otherwise not available within the "walls” of a traditional community institution.
The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders,
not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

s (Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable moclern, competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will
also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

*  Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and long-
term cost efficiencies.

¢ Promote Community Cellaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face and
virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated,
innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

As network infrastructure builder, application integrator, and local service provider, with existing operations in North
Western Xiocom believes this innovative, collaborative project will be a highly effective investment of federal economic
stimulus money and opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad
goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and South Central Flarida for the future. As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network, We lgok forward to participating in collaborative
efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced breadband
infrastructure.

Sincerely,

g

P
P

Troﬂ{ié'hardson

CEO

Xiocom Wireless, Inc.

—— ...1‘::

3505 KOGER BLVD., SUITE 400 DULUTH, GA PHONE 678-218-5600 FAX 678-218-5531 www.xiocom.com
ATLANTA AMSTERDAM CAFETOWH




CALHOUN COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION
20859 SE CENTRAL AVENUE
BLOUNTSTOWN, FLORIDA 32424

March 23, 2010

Florida Rural Broadhand Alliance, LLC
¢/0 Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan brive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florlda Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Calhoun County s an enthusiastic pariner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA} grant application for
broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a
regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida
counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area
of Criticat Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern {RACEC). These RACECs
consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackscn, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest
Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the
unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide
these regions with the necessary economic stimulus t¢ propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more
even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State Legislature
as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both
region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of
community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced breoadband
infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide
the Calhoun County with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new
information ecohomy.

The FRBA regicnal and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g.,, smart grid), and research through high speed
access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional
community institution. The community will be betier equipped to push research and infermation sharing
beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
huilders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enahled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small husiness entrepreneurs who require access te business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according 1o demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services acress departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service 1o citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positicning both regions for the future. As the grant



application process unfolds, we support the developrﬁent of this network. We look forward to participating in
collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Dokt W Aoy

Ruth W, Attaway

Ex officio Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners



CITY OF HICOLA

1 Bay Avenue » Apalachicola Florida_332 850-653-9319 -« Fax 850-653-2205

Mayor
Van W. Johnson, St.
Conemissioners
Brenda Ash
John M. Bartley, S March 22, 2010
Frank Cook
Jarqes L. Blliow

. . Florida Rutel Broadband Alliance, LIC
City Ad“;m“m;g‘ Attention: Robett E. Sheets
Betty Taylos-We 1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
City Cletk Tallalm‘ss&e, Flotida 32308
Lee H. Marhes, CMC, Facsitmile: (B66) 856-9519
City Artorney
J. Patsick Floyd Dear Mr. Sieets,

RE:  Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant
Application for Broadband Funding

The City of Apalachicola is an entbusiastic partner in. the Plorida Rural Broadband
Alliance, LIC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus fruding under the
Ametican Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional
collaboration. of local governments and economic development agencies from 15
rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to mmeet the essential and advanced
broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic
Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Ctical Economic Concern (RACEC).
These RACECs coasist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jacksom,
Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region snd De Soto,
Glades, Hatdee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the
unincosporated area of Innokalee in Colliet County in the Southwest region of
Flotida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic
stiulus to propel Northwest and South Central Flozida forward onto more even
footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rutal counties
desigmated by the State Legislature as areas of critical ecoromic concern), we suppott
their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for
cconomic growth, prospenty and vitality,. This grant will better allow the
interconnection. of community anchor institutions, suchk as hospitals, schools,
libiaries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband inftastracture to its people and
existing businesses. 'We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will
provide the City of Apalachicola with access to a robust btoadband infrastructure,
helping us to meet the challenges of out new information economy.

Tncorporated 1831 -~ One of Florida's Oldest Historic Seaports



The FRBA tegional and commugity area networks will

o Advance Community Bfforts in heslthcare, education, public safety,
governmental services delivety, emergency tmanagement, disaster
preparedness, altemhative energy (e.g., stmatt grid), and tesearch theough high
speed access to inaovative experiences, resoutces and tools otherwise not
available within the “walls” of a traditional community institotion. The
community will be better equipped to push tesearch and information shating
beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps
life-saving data.

» Create Local Jobs by keeping support setvices within the community and
generating jobs for designers snd builders of broadband networks,
apafacturers of broadband-ensbled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and cteators of content of all kinds. A high
performance advanced broadband network will not only atitract and enable
modern, competitive businesses that requite broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneuts who requite access to busimess o
the web.

» Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance
petwork where community shateholdets can freely improve network
performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth
and long-terin cost efficiencies,

s Promote Community Collaboration and Efficency through cost and
© resoutce shasing, improved face to face and virtmal communication,
redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services actoss departments freeing staff

to focus on providing better setvice to citizens.

‘We believe that this mnovative opportanity will give. Notthwest and South Central
Florida a great foundation for achieviog the broad goals of the sconomic stimulus
snd start positiontng both regions for the futute. As the grant applicetion process
unfolds, we support the development of this netwotk We look forward to
patticipating ix collaborative effotts with state, regional, local and coramunity-based,
and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

We support this funding request to the fullest possible extent and comunend the FRBA
Governing Board for taking the infdative to undertake this endeavor to cotnplete this
worthwhile project. If we may provide any additional information or assistanice, please do
not hesitate fo contact me.

Sincerely,

Ol\a{akiz
Bertty Tz Webl

Administratox
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(863) 375-2255, FAX (863) 375-3362

August 10, 2009

Bili Lambert

Hardee County Economic Development Office
P.O. Box 458

Wauchula, FL 33873

Re: Hardee County Broadband Project

Dear Mr. Lambert:

Globalization has created enormous competition, Rural America must have state of the art communication
technology available to its producers if it is to compete in this global economy. We cannot and must not
take for granted that rural access will ever be completely served with communication systems dependent
upon wire or cable technology.

For this reason the City of Bowling Green supports and endorses the Hardee County Broadband Project.
We concur with the Hardee County Board of County Commissioners and likewise, heartily endorse the
Hardee County Broadband Project application. Re-emphasizing, it is increasingly imperative for rural areas
to have complete, competitive and efficient access to high speed broadband technology applications.
Unfortunately, conventional systems are either too expensive or years away from providing access and it is
unlikely the private sector will make investment without government assistance.

The Hardee County Broadband Project will provide access to both un-served and underserved areas of our
County and sister municipalities. it will provide opportunities for underprivileged children to advance
academically by making available in addition to broadband access computer hardware and technology. It
will greatly enhance and expand our local economy.

It is an answer to providing the "last mile” broadband service to 100% of residents and students in this rural
county. This project more than meets all of the goals of the America Recovery Act. In addition to improving
the our education system and public safety efficiency it will, through the increase of access, stimulate the
American Economy and create jobs now,

As a community in a rural County in the State of Florida designated as a “Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern” we earnestly seek your consideration and approval of this application.

City of Bowling Green




B2/83
83/10/2018 22:31 8566434525 CITY DF BRISTOL PAGE 82/

CITY OF BRISTOL

P.O. BOX 207
BRISTOL, FLA, 32321

March 10, 2010

Fiorida Rural Broadband Alltance, LLC
¢/0 Robert E. Sheets

15800 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile; (866) 8569519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE:  Letter of Support Florlga Rural Broadband Alliange {FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

RACECs consist of Cathoun, Frankiin, Gadsden, Guif, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Giades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and

with the rest of the country,

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by
the State Legislature as areas of criticg| economic concem), we support their ARRA broadband
grant application, thus advancing both region's capacity for economic growth, prosperity and
vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as
hospitais, schools, librarigs, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its peaple
and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the City
of Bristol with access to g robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our

The FRBA regional and comumunity area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart
grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, rescurces and
tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The
community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.



PAGE ©3/83
83/18/2018 22:31 8586434525 CITY OF BRIGTOL.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled
equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of
content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not oniy attract

. and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support
local small business entrepreneurs who require access 1o business an the web. '

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where
community shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to
demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies,

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficieney through cost and resource sharing,
improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures
exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services gcross
departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both
regions for the future. Ag the grant applicatjon pracess unfolds, we support the development of this
network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and
commurity-based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadhand infrastructure,

Sincerely,

(e

H. Mitch Willis, Council Chairman
CITY OF BRISTOL, FLORIDA



CITY of CHATTAHOOCHEE

POST OFFICE BOX 188
CHATTAHOOCHEE, FL.ORIDA 32324-0188
www.cl.chartahoochee. flus

CITY HALL UTILITY & PUBLIC WORKS PUBLIC SAFETY PARKS & RECREATION
Tetephone: (850) 663-4046 Telephone: (850) 6634475 Telephonc: (850) 6634383 Telephone: (850} 663-2123
Fax: (850) 663-2456 Fax: (8530) 663-4233 Fax: (850) 663-8510 Fax: {850) 663-3800

E-mail: cityclerk@gtcom.ner E-mail: citymge@gtcom.net E-maik vannpullen@gtcom.net E-mail: crmset@gtcor.net

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/0 Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 856-0519

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

The City of Chattahoochee is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The
FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the esséntial and advancéd broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Ecoriomic Coneern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern (RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Frankiin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hatdee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as
well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds
will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward
onto more even footing with the rest of the country,

Through the FRBA, {an afliance of twd organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State Legislature
as areas of ctitical economic concemn), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both
region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant witl better ailow the interconnection of
community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband
infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide
the City of Chattahoothee with access te a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our
new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks wili:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g, smart grid), and research through high speed
access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional
community institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing
beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance hetwork where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.



. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in
collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Al

ELMON LE RNER
CITY MANAGER



CITY OF CLEWISTON
115 WEST VENTURA AVENUE

CLEWISTON FL 33440

TELEPHONE 983-1484 ’ . FAX 983-4055
AREA CODE 863 AREA CODE 863

March. 15, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
cfo Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 8566-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets:

RE: Lotter of Support Floridaz R'iiral‘.‘beadbéﬁd-Alliance (FRBA) Grant-Application for Broadband Funding

The City of Clewiston is an: enthussast!c partner |n the Florida Rurat Broadband-Aliance, LLC {FRBA) grant application for
proadband stimulus fundmg under the American:: Recovery and’ Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a
regional collaboration of local and'tribal govérnmerits;-economic development dgencies and community activisis from
15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet:the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economiic_Concern:and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern (RACECs). These RACECs consist of -Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and
Washington Courities in the Northwest Fiofida fegion and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee
Counties, as well-as the unincorporated area of immokalee in Collier County; in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA
grant funds:will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid economlc stlmulus to propel Northwest and South
‘Central Florida forward now and Eong |nto the future : .

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economac development by creating sustamable regional
and statewide infrastructure that interconnects: community -anchor: institutions and extends advanced broadband
infrastructure into  communities ‘through community ‘area networks. We believe that FRBA will provide the
Cily of Clewiston with access to a robust advanced broadband infrastrueture, helping us to meet the challenges of our
new information economy. s

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safely, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative
experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the "walls”™ of a traditional community
institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for desighers and
" builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and-other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will notonly attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require-big broadband, but it will

- also support local small business entreprenaurs who require access to business on the web.

. Aliow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster'continued growth and
fong-term cost efficiencies.

. Promcte Community Collahoration and Efflclency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essentlal information and
integrated, innovative and accessible serwces across departments freeing staff to focus on provrdmg better
service to cmzens



Florida Rural Broadband Alliance; LLC
Page 2

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the
future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward io
participating in collaborative efforts with state, reglonal local - and community-based, and private pariners to develop a
robust advanced broadbandinfrastructure. .

Sincerely,
ity of Clewiston
-

Mali Chamness-
Mayor



CITY OF CLEWISTON

RESOLUTION NO. 2010-04

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
CLEWISTON, FLORIDA IN SUPPORT OF THE FLORIDA RURAL
BROADBAND ALLIANCE GRANT APPLICATION AND AUTHORIZING THE
MAYOR TO SIGN A LETTER OF SUPPORT.

WHEREAS as the City of Clewiston is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) Grant application; and

WHEREAS the City supports broadband internet services being served in the under-
served and unserved areas of Clewiston and Hendry County, as well as all other areas in
our coalition; now

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Clewiston is hereby
authorized to sign a Letter of Support which is attached here to.

Approved and signed this 15™ day of March 2010.

Mali Chamness, Mayor

Marilyn Mc orvey; "(’Iit-y Clerk
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March 22, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LILC
c/o Robert E, Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets:

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

The City of Gretna is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA)
grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic
development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential
and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These
RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and
Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the
Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary
economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing
with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by
the State Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband
grant application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and
vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as
hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people
and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the
City of Gretna with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of
our new information economy.

Post Office Drawer 220 Gretha, Florida 32332
Voice 850-856-5257 Fax 850-856-9454

www.mygretna.net



The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart
grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools
otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The
community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs
for designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled
equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of
content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract
and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support
local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

) Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where
community shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to
demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing,
improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures
exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across
departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both
regions for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this
network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and
community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Respectfully,

Lo ftfom

Antonio Jefferson
City Manager

Post Office Drawer 220 Gretna, Florida 32332
Voice 850-856-5257 Fax 850-856-9454

www.mygretna.net
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CITY OF JACOB CITY

Florida Rural Broadband Altiance. 1LLC
¢/o Robert . Sheets

1300 Mahain Drive, Suite 230
Taltahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (868) 856-9519

Dear Mr, Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance {FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

City of facob_is an enthusiastic pariner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance. LALC (FRBA) grant apptication for
broadband stimutus fanding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA isa
regional collaboration of tocal goveraments and economic development agencics from 15 rural disadvantaged
Fiorida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of (he Nortbwest Florida
Rural Arca of Critical Economic Concern and the South Ceniral Rural Arca of Critical Economic Concern
(RACEC). These RACECs consist of Cathoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Countics in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hasdee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee
Counties as well as the unincorporated avea of Immokalee in Collier County i the Southwest region of Florida.
ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimalus to propel Northwest and South
Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization represeniing 14 rurad counties designated by the Staie
Legislature as arcas of critical cconoinic concerny, we suppoit. their ARRA broadband grant application, thus
advancing both region’s capacity for cconomic growth, prosperily and vitality. This grant will better allow the
inferconmection of commmunily ancher institulions, such ag hospitals, schools, ibyaries, eic., a3 well as extend
advanced broadband infrastructure (o its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance will pravide the City of Jacob with access to a robust breadband infrastructure. helping us to
meet the challenges of our new information economy,

The FRBA regional and comimemity area networlks wilk:

o Advance Community Efforts in healtheare, edncation, public safety, governmenial services delivery.
cmergency management, disaster preparedness, alfermative encrgy (e.g., smart grid). and rescarch through
high speed access (0 innovalive exXperiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within (he “walls™
of a traditional community institution, The commumity will be belter equipped to push research and
information sharing beyond the commmnity borders. nol stranding rescarch or sritical, perhaps life-saving
data.

& Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and pencrating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband nelworks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled. cquipment and devices, developers
of sofiware and ofher applications and creators of conient of alf kinds. A high performance advanced
broadband network will not only atiract and enable modem. competitive businesses that require broadband,
but it will also support local small business enfrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.
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» Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high perfornance network where COMUTIBTILY
sharcholders can freely improve petwork performance and capacity according 10 domand and foster
continued growth and long-tenm cosl efficioncies.

* promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency throngh cost and resource sharing, improved face
face and virtual communication, redundant infraseructure that ensares exchange of essential information

and inegrated, innovative and accessible services across depastments freving staff 1o focns on providing
betier service 1o citizens.

We helicve {hat this novative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great fonndation lor
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the futuse. As the prant
application Process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in
collaborative efforts with state. regional, local and community-based, and privale partners 10 develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely. )
MU; o i3

Verloria T. Wilson

City Clerk

i& . 4490 Jackson Road PHOMNE {(850) 263-6636 FAKLBS0) 2636635
& ’ )

¢ My HomeTown . Jacoh City, EL 3245 E?MMI,;_iacubciw@wﬁem.mt




CITY OF MARIANNA
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER
Post Office Box 936
Marianna, FL 32447
(850) 482-4353 Fax (850) 482-2217

Email: deanj@cityofmarianna.com

March 10, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

City of Marianna, Florida is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant

application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Relnvestment Act of 2009

{ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from

156 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed fo meet the essential and advanced broadband network

needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of

Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Frankiin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes,

Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee,

Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Callier

County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary

economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest

of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State

Legislature as areas of critical economic concem) we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus

advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the

interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend
advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural

Broadband Alliance will provide the City of Marianna with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping

us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will;

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery,
emergency management, disaster preparedneass, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research
through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available
within the "walls” of a traditional community institution. The community will be better equipped to push
research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical,
perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers
and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled eguipment and devices,
developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance
advanced broadband nefwork will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that
raquire broadband, but it will also support local small business entrepreneurs who reguire access to
business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster
continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies,




. Promate Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to
face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential
information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to
focus on providing better service to citizens.

. The City of Marianna is presently considering a Broad Band project to provide service to its
citizens and surrounding community. This project will allow us to move clegser to providin
such service.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the
grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating
in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an
advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,
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City of Moore Haven, Florida

Post Office Box 399
Moore Haven, Florida 33471
Telephone: (863) 946-0711 FAX: (863) 946-2988

March 16, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Suppost Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

The City of Moore Haven is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance,
LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local and tribal
governments, economic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network
needs of the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACECs). This RACEC
consists of De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the
unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA
grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel
South Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating
sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor
nstitutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communities through community
area networks. We believe that FRBA will provide the City of Moore Haven with access 10 a
robust advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new
information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

) Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research
through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not
available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution, The community will
be beiter equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community
borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

MAYOR BRETT WIDDEN
VICE MAYOR DPAVE MCGEE
COUNCILMAN/FINANCE OFFICER JOHN R.AMERN
COUNCLIMAN MICHAEL C, BRANTLEY
COUNCILMAN HARRY OGLETREE
CITY MANAGER FRANK M. THOMAS, 111
CI1TY CLERK MAXINE BRANTLEY
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’ Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs
for designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled
equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of
content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not only
aftract and enable modern, competilive businesses that require big broadband, but it will
also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the
web,

° Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where
community shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according
to demand ard foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing,
improved face to face and virtual conununication, redundant infrastructure that ensures
exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services
across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service o citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning
Northwest and South Central Florida for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we
support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative
efforts with state, regional, local and comimunity-based, and private partners to develop a robust
advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,

City Manager
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City of Okeechobee

Brian Whitehall -r Office of the City Administrotor

March 16, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA)
Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Dear Mr, Sheets:

The City of Okeechobee is an enthusiastic parmer in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
(FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local and tribal
governments, economic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged
Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest
Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical
Economic Concern (RACECs). These RACECs consist of Cathoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes,
Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades,
Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee
in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with
the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now
and long into the firture. :

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating
sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and
extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communities through community area networks. We
believe that FRBA will provide the City of Okeechobee with access to a robust advanced broadband
infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management,
disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high-speed
access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls™
of a traditional community institution. The community will be better equipped to push rescarch
and information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical,
perhaps life-saving data,

55 5.E. Third Avenue * Okeechobee, Florida 34974-2932 ¢ {863) 763-3372 * Fox: (863) 763-1686
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March 16, 2010
Page 2

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment
and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A
high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern,

. Competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where
community shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to
demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of
essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments
freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and
South Central Florida for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the
development of this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state,
regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced broadband
infrastructure,

It is with the above in mind that the City Council lent its support to Florida Rural Broadband Alliance,
LLC through City Council action this date.

Sincerely,

st

ames E. Kirk
Mayor



The City of Port St Joe

Post Office Box 278 . Phone (850) 229-8261
Port 5t, Joe, Florida 32457

March 16, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Dear Mr. Sheets:

The City of Port St. Joe_is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LL.C (FRBA) grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from
15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of
the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical
Ecotnomic Concern {(RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson,
Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry,
Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the
Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus
to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State
Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus
advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the
interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend
advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance will provide the City of Port St. Joewith access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping
us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery,
emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through
high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the
“walls” of a traditional community institution. The community will be befter equipped to push research
and. information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-

saving data, '
MEL MAGIDSON, JR. ARTHUR WHITE CHARLES STEPHENS JOHN REEVES REX BUZZEYT
Mayor/Commissioner Commissioner, Group | Commissioner; Group Il Commissloner, Group I Commissioner, Group IV
CHARLES W, WESTON PAULINE W. PENDARVIS
CHy Manager City Auditor and Clerk

“An Equal Opportunity Employes”
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. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers

' and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices,
developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance
advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require
‘broadband, but it will also support local small business enirepreneurs who require access to business on-
the web.

. Alow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity -according to demand and foster
continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to
face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information
and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing
better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in
collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Charles W. Weston
* City Manager
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DESOTO COUNTY

Administration Building
Suite 201
201 East Oak Street
Arcadia, Florida 34266
Telephone (863) 993-4800
SunCom 740-4800
Fax (863) 993-4809
Drug-Free Work Place

March 9, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alllance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallshassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile; (850)224-7206

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance, LLC (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

DeSoto County Is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alllance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for
broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a
regional collaboration designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of two Rural Areas of
Critlcal Economic Concern (RACECs): Morthwest (Opportunity Florida) and South Central (FHREDI}, These RACECs
consist of the counties of Cathoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington (Opportunity
Fiorida) and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee (FHREDI) as well as numerous
municipalities. ARRA grant funds will provide these reglons with the necessary and rapid econcmic stimulus to propel
Northwest and South Central Fiorlda forward now and long into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating sustainable regional
and statewide infrastructure that interconnects Community Anchor Institutions and extends advanced broadband
infrastructure into communities through Community Area Networks, We believe that FRBA will provide the
DeSoto County Board of County Commissioners with access to a robust advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us
to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and communlity area networks wili;

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy {e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access 1o innovative
experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community
Institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
butlders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will
also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the wab.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Effictency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service to citlzens.
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We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and South Centra) Florida for the
future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to
participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private pariners to develop a
robust advanced broadband infrastructure,

Ronald P. Neads, Chairman



FRANKLIN COUNTY
G0
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PranwiNG & BUiLDING DErT.
34 FORRBES STREET, SUITE 1

Board OF CoUNTY COMMISSIONERS

33 MarkeT STREET, SUITE 203

APALACHICOLA, FL 32320 APALACHICOLA, FL 32320

(850) 653-8861, ExT, 100 (850) 653-9783

Fax (850} 653-4795 Fax (850) 653-9799
March 9, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/0 Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 8568519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Leiter of Support Florida Rural Broadbhand Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Franklin County is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimuius funding under
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic development
agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest
Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These RACECs consist of
Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee,
Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida.
ARRA grant Tunds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulius to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more
even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of iwo organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State Legislature as areas of critical economic
carncern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This
grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced
broadhand infrastructure 1o its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the businesses and
residents of Franklin County with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Cemmunity Efforts in healthcare, education, public safetly, governmental services delivety, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy {e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools
otherwise not available within the “walls” of a tradittonal community institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and
information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and builders of broadband networks,
manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all
kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require
broadband, but it will also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web,

. Aliow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders can freely improve network
performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face and virtual communication,
redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across
departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service 1o citizens,

We betieve that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the
economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this
network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to devetop an
advanced breadband infrastructure. :

Joseph Parrish, Chairman

PINKI JACKEL CHERYL SANDER NOAH LOCKLEY, JIr. JOSEPH PARRISH BEVIN PUTNAL
District One District Two District Three District Four District Five
Vice Chairman Chairman
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DERORAH 5. MINNIS
County Attorney

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/0 Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866} 856-2519

Dear Mr. Sheets:

RE: ' Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Allfance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

Gadsden County is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The
FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern (RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Guif, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Scfo, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as
well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds
will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimuius to propet Northwest and South Central Florida forward
onto more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State
Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing
both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of
communily anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband
infrastructuse to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rurai Broadband Alliance will provide
the Gadsden County with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new
information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks wili:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g,, smart grid), and research through high speed
access to innovalive experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional
community institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and informaticn sharing
beyond the community borders, not stranding research or ctitical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all Kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneurs who reqguire access to busingss on the web.

% printed on recyclad paper

9-B East jefferson Street *+ P.O. Box 1799 + Quincy, Florida 32353-1799 + (850) 875-8650 + (850) 875-8655 FAX
www.gadsdencountyfl.gov



Florida Rural Broadband Alliance LLC
March 17, 2010
Page 2

. Atlow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
. can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
setvice to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in
collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

QM//A—:-

Jofinny Williams
County Administrator
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Glades County Board of County Commissioners

P.O. Box 1018 « 500 Avenue J * Moore Haven, Florida 33471
Phone: (863) 946-6000 or (B77) 445-2337 « Fax: (863) 946-2860
Internet address http://www.myGlades.com

March 9, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE:  Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

Glades County is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance,
LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of
local and tribal governments, economic development agencies and community activists from
15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced
broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic
Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACECS), These
RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and
‘Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry,
Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in
Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these
regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South
Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development
by creating sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community
anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communities through
community area networks. We believe that FRBA will provide the citizens and businesses
with access to a robust advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges
of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Communlty Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, altemnative energy (e.g., smart grid), and
research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and
tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional corhmunity
institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and
information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or
critical, perhaps life-saving data.
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Mr. Robert E. Sheets
March 9, 2010
Page Two

J Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and
generating jobs for designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers
of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of software and other
applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced
broadband network will not only attract and enable modem, competitive
businesses that require big broadband, but it will also support local small
business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

L Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance netwerk
where community shareholders can freely improve network performance and
capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost
efficiencies.

. Promote Communlty Collaboration and Efficlency through cost and resource
sharing, improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant
infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated,
innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on
providing better service to ¢citizens,

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central
Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start
positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the future, As the grant application
process unfolds, we suppott the development of this network. We look forward to participating
in collaborative efforts with state, regional, Jocal and community-based, and private partners to
develop a robust advanced broadband infrastructure.

Chairman, Glades County BOCC



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
GULF COUNTY, FLORIDA

CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE
Donald Butler, Chief Administrator
1000 CECIL G. COSTIN, SR, BLVD., ROOM 302. PORT ST. JOE, FLORIDA 32486
PHONE: (850)229-6111/229-6106/639-6700 » FAX: (850)229-9252 -« EMAIL: dbufler@gulfcounty-fl.gov
DATE AND TIME OF MEETINGS: SECOND TUESDAYS AT 9:00 A.M., E.T. AND FOURTH TUESDAYS AT 6:00 P.M., E.T.

March 15, 2010

Fiorida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250 , R
Tallahassee, Fiorida 32308 e ,
Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllan_
Broadband Fundmg,;i_v-rii, :

Gulf County Board of Countym Commissioners 1‘
Broadband. Alliange,”. e (FRBA) grant applrcatlo ai
American Recovery and Relnvestment Actof 2009 L{ARR;
local governments and economlc development '
counties desrgned o meet -the essential and advanced broadband
Northwest Florrda Rural Area of Crrtrca[ Economlc Concern and the South Céntra Rural Area of

Holmes Jackson‘ leerty and Washington Count;es in the Northwest F!onda reg n‘and De Soto,
- Glades;:Hardee, Hendry; H;ghlands and Okeechobe’e Counties as well’ asithe unin¢orporated area
. oflmimokales in‘Coll Cotinty:if the- $outhwest reglonwof Fiorida:: RRA grant funds will provide
hese regions w:th the-. necesSary economrc stlmulus o propel Northwest and South Central
Florlda forward o more even footlng ‘with the rest of th ountry o

Through the FRB .alllance of two organlzatlon representmg 14 rural counties desrgnated by
the State Leglsla"ture as’ greas of critical- economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband
grant application, thus advancmg both’ reglon s capamty for economic growth prosperity and
vitality. This grant will better aliow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as
hospltals schools, libraries, etc.,-as ‘well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its
people and -existing businesses. We believe that- the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide
the Gulf County Board of County Commissioners with access to a robust broadband infrastructure,
helping us to meét the challenges P_f_our»new information economy.

The FRBA regional and comrnunity area networks wilk

® Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, aiternative energy (e.g., smart
grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and
tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditiocnal community institution. The
community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

CA'RMEN.L). 'M_r:LEMORE BILL\f E1 TRAYLOR BiLL WILLIAMS NATHAN PETERS, JR2, WARREM YEAGER
District } District 2 Dlstrict 3 District 4 Diskiict 5



. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs
for designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled
equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of
content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract
and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where
community shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according
to demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing,
improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures
exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services
across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both
regions for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of
this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and
community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely
GULF COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Donald H. Butler
Chief Administrator



HARDEE COU NTY e
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West Orange Street; Room 103"
Wauchula, Florida. 33873 _
(863)773‘9430 *{(863)773-6952 * Fax (863)773-0958
bg;@hardeecoumg wwwwl bardeecounty net

' Adgust 10,2009

Mr Wl]lram R _Lambert Jr Dlrector

ounty Economic Development Council
107 East Maln Street

Wauchuta, FL 33873

Dear;l_‘;’lrr..;-‘Lambeft:

“The Hardee County Board of County Commlss:oners hearttly endorses the Hardee County Broadband

to hlgﬁ speed broadband technoiog” appilcat:ons Unfortunateiy, systems that: reiy soleiy on cable or.
“wire: dependent lnstallatlons arg; e:ther 100. expenswe or years. away from prowding aAccess.

our County and sxster mumc:palit:es It is-an answer to providing the "last mlie" broadband service to
100% of- residents- ‘in-this rural countv This project more than meets all- of the goals of the America
Recovery Act. in addition to’ improving our public safety efficiency it walt through the increase of access,
stimulate the American Economy and create jobs now.

Asa rural County in: the State ‘of Florida designated as a “Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern” we
_ earnestly seek your cons:derataon and approval of this grant application.

'Sincere[y,,' \

Dale Johfison, Chairman

-DAJ:smi

"Dale A, Johrison, Chairnian - Minor L. Bryant, Vice-Chalrman
. Terry Atchiey- Clifton N. Timmerman - Bobby Re Srn!th
T County Manager ‘Lexton H. Aibrttton, Jr. - County Attorney Ken Evers

“An [)qual Opportunity Employer™



8. BHugh
Bravley

@lerk of Cironit Eourt
P.@. Drawer 1749
Wanchuia, JFI 33873

Welephone: (863)-775-4174
AFacgimie: (863) 7734422
Webgite: witw. Darteetlerk.com

Courthousge

August 10, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

The Hardee County Broadband Project for which we are secking funding promises to
provide enhanced wireless broadband access to the many in our rural community and to
our citizens of municipalities within Hardee County. Most areas of our county do not

currently enjoy this service. To gain access will be a giant positive technological step for
our citizens.

Additionally, complete access to wireless broadband technology for our population has
potential for greatly enhancing and expanding our local economy. Our student
population will benefit immeasurably from this effort. I agree with and support the
efforts of the Hardee County Board of County Commissioners in seeking this improved
service for our citizens and heartily endorse the Project. Rural areas that have been left
behind must become more technologically competitive. Cable or wire dependent
installations will not provide that competitive edge.

As a rural County in the State of Florida that has been designated a “Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern”, we ask for your consideration and approval of our
application. Funding will be greatly appreciated and effectively and efficiently used.

On behalf of the citizens of our county, we genuinely thank you.
Sincerely,

P ;/r;jm;z_ﬂl»}

B. Hugh gradley

Clerk of Circuit Court
Hardee County, Florida




Hordeo %’Mm{y
KATHY L. CRAWFORD
PROPERTY APPRAISER

August 10, 2009

Mr. Williarm R. Lambert

Hardee County Economic Development
P. O. Box 458

Wauchuta, FL. 33873

Dear Mr. Lambert:

As a Constitutional officer for Hardee County and as Property Appraiser, 1 am a proponent of
any economic development initiatives that will enhance the quality of life for our citizens.
Businesses today rely heavily on fast, reliable, internet services, Without the benefit of these
services our growth is greatly inhibited. | strongly believe that complete access to wireless
broadband technology for our student pepulation, other sister agencies and private sector
businesses and citizens will greatly enhance and expand our local economy.

| concur with the Hardee County Board of County Commissioners and likewise, heartily endorse
the Hardee County Broadband Project. [ is increasingly imperative for rural areas {o have
complete, competitive and efficient access io high speed broadband technology applications.
Unfortunately, systems that rely solely on cable or wire dependent installations are either too
expensive or years away from providing access.

The Hardee County Broadband Project will provide access to both un-served and underserved
areas of our County and sister municipalities. It will provide opportunities for underprivileged
children to advance academically by making available in addition to broadband access
computer hardware and technology.

It is an answer to providing the "last mile” broadband service to 100% of residents and students
in this rural county. This project more than meets all of the goals of the America Recovery Act.
In addition to improving the our education system and public safely efficiency it will, through the
increase of access, stimulate the American Economy and create jobs now.

POST OFFICE BOX 877 « WAUCHULA, FLORIDA 33873-0877 « PHONE (863) 773-2196 « FAX (863) 773-0954



Mr. William R. Lambert
Page 2

As a rural County in the State of Florida designated as a “Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern” we earnestly seek your consideration and approval of this application.

Sincerely,
S Wa

Kathy I. Crawford, CFA

Property Appraiser
Hardee County
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3N é S SN Supervisor o;‘ Elections
50 Hardee Courty

August 7, 2009

As a Constitutional officer for Hardee County and as Supervisor of Elections , complete
access lo wireless broadband technology for our student population, other sister agencies
and private sector businesses and citizens will greatly enhance and expand our local
econony.

I concur with the Hardee County Board of County Commissioners and likewise, heartily
endorse the Hardee County Broadband Project. It is increasingly imperative for rural
areas to have complete, competitive and efficient access to high speed broadband
technology applications. Unfortunately, systems that rely solely on cable or wire
dependent installations are either too expensive or years away from providing access.

The Hardee County Broadband Project will provide access to both un-served and
underserved areas of our County and sister municipalities. It will provide opportunities
Jor underprivileged children to advance academically by making available in addition to

broadband access computer hardware and technology.

It is an answer to providing the "last mile” broadband service to 100% of residents and
students in this rural county. This project more than meets all of the goals of the America
Recovery Act. In addition to improving the our education system and public safety
efficiency it will, through the increase of access, stimulate the American Economy and
create jobs now.

-
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e
Jeffery Ussery
Supervisor of Elections
Hardee County

YOUR VOTE COUNTS!
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Zerelda “Zee” Smith, CF.C

Tax Collector, Hardee County
CERTIFIED FLORIDA COLLECTOR

August 7, 2009

Mr. Bill Lambert

Hardee County Economic Development Director
107 E. Main Street

PO Box 458

Wauchula, Florida 33873

Dear Mr. Lambert:

As a Constitutional officer for Hardee County and as Tax Collector, complete access to wirefess
broadband technology for our student population, other sister agencies and private sector
businesses and citizens will greatly enhance and expand our local economy.

! concur with the Hardee County Board of County Commissioners and likewise, heartily endorse
the Hardee County Broadband Project. It is increasingly imperative for rural areas to have
complete, competitive and efficient access to high speed broadband technology applications.
Unfortunately, systems that rely solely on cable or wire dependent installations are either foo
expensive or years away from providing access.

The Hardee County Broadband Project will provide access to both un-served and underserved
areas of our County and sister municipalities. it will provide opportunities for underpriviieged
children to advance academically by making avaifable in addition fo broadband access
computer hardware and technology.

It is an answer to providing the "last mile" broadband service to 100% of residents and students
in this rural county. This praject more than meets all of the goals of the America Recovery Act.
In addition to improving our education system and public safety efficiency it will, through the
increase of access, stimulate the American Economy and create jobs now.

As a rural County in the State of Florida designated as a "Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern” we earnestly seek your consideration and approval of this application.

)
180 Ok

Zerglda Zee' Smith
Hartlee County Tax Collector

Sincerely,

315 North 6th Avenue » P.O. Box 445 * Wauchula, Fiorida 33873
(863} 773-9144 » Fax (863) 773-9679
e-mail — hardeetaxoffice@earthlink.net »  www.hardeecountylaxcollector.com



HENDRY COUNTY

Board of County Commissioners

"P.O. Box 2340
LaBe]le, Florida 33975-2340
Tudi Kennington-Korf Mark F. Lapp Barbara Butler
i. . ) County Connty Clerk
; “en dl" [:m]nty  Administrator Attorney of'the Courts
"Sweet, Friendly...Country"
Mr. Robert E. Sheeis ' March 16, 2010
Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC 2010-101
1500 Mahan Drive; Site 250 _
Tallahassee, FL 32308

Facsimile: 866-856-9519
Subject: Support of the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance Grant Application
Dear Mr. Sheets:

During their March 9", meeting the Hendry County Board of County Commissioners
voted to support the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC grant application for
broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009. Hendry County, a Rural Area of Critical Economic.Concern (RACEC) community,
located.in South Florida joins the region in greatly benefiting from an advanced
broadband network. '

The successful award of this grant would provide a number of necessities urgently
needed: The advancement of community efforts in public safety, healthcare, education;
it would create much needed jobs {(Hendry has the highest unemployment rate in the
State); allow for substantial cost savings; and promote community collaboration and
efficiency.

With sincerity, we believe the successful award of this grant will give not only our region
but the State as well a great foundation for achieving the board goals of the economic
stimulus and better position our area for the future. We look forward to participating in
collaborative efforts with both the public and private secior to develop a robust
advanced broadband infrastructure.

C:\D’ocuments and Settings\cajudi\My Documents\EcoDeviEconomic Development.doc

Janet B, Taylor Darrell R, Harris Tristan Chapman Kevin S. McCarthy Karson Turner
District 1 Distriet 2 District 3 Distriet-4 District 5
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HIGHLANDS COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATCR

March 16, 2010

Florida Rurat Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: {866) 856-9519

Dear Mr, Sheets,

RE: Lettor of Support Florlda Rural Broadhand Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

Highlands County strongly supports the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for
broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a
regional collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic development agencies and community activists
from 15 rural disadventaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs
of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical
Economic Concern (RACECs). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson,
Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands
and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest
region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to
propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

We support broadband advancement and economic development by creating sustainable regional and statewide
infrastructore that interconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into
communities through community area networks, We believe that FRBA will provide Highlands County with access
to & robust advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA reglonal and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative
experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community
institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing bevond the
community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data,

. Greate Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers
of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced
broadband network will not only attract and enable modem, competitive businesses that require big
broadband, but it will also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the
web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through lacal ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster
continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

P. O. Box 1926
Sebring, Florida 33871-1926
Phone (863) 402-6500
Fax (863) 402-6835
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BTOP Support Letter March 16, 2010
Page 2 of 2
. Promote Community Collaboratlon and Efflclency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to

face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information
and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing
better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achjeving the broad goals of the econoinic stmulus and start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for
the future, As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward
to considering participation in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private
partaers to develop a robust advanced broadband infrastructure,

Sincerely,

ames D. Bates, Chair
Highlands County Board of County Commissioners
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. HOLMES COUNTY L. MK
ARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ONTY MERCHANT

107 E Virginia Ave. - District 2
‘Bonifay, Florida 32425

" (850)547-1119 FAX (B50) 547-4134
www.holmescouﬂtyﬂ.org

PHILLIP MUSIC
bistrict 3

KENNETH WILLIAMS
District 4

RON MONK
District 5

Méich 23';‘"2'0‘1? a

Eonda Rural Broadband Alhance, LLC
' Robert E'Sheets
150) Mahan Diive; Suite 250

" Tallahassée, Florida 32308

.Ifac ,szlem {866) 855-9319 ST

i _': Dear Mr. Sh(,els

RE: _ Lettef of Support Fierida Rural Broadhand Alliance {FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Fundlng

_ ..'"'.Hol mes Conntg is an emhuswsuc partner in the Florida Rural Broadbarid Alhance, LLC
i ":(FR,BA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
.Remvcstment Act of 2009 (ARRA) The FRBA is a regional coflaboration of local governments

: -Col

and ‘econamic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to

meét the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area

of Qrmcai Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Atea of Critical Economic Concern

£ ACE C). Thése RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson,

‘Libefty and Washington Counties'in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto. Glades. Hardee.

Hel%dry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated arca of Immokalee in -
ier Countyin the Southwest-region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions

the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward

S ontéu more‘even footing with the’ rest of the country.

ough the FRBA, (an alliarice oi two orgamzahon reprcsemmg 14 mra! counties designated bv '
e.; tate Legisiatare as areas of critical economic concern), we. support- their ARRA broadband
“prant’ appixcai:on, thus advaneing-both region’s capacity for economic growth; prosperity and
vmﬁny This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such
as__hospltais, stHools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastivcture 1o its
peoplé andexisting businessés:: We believe that the Florida Rufal Broadband Alliance will
provide the Holmes County with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet
the phallenges of our néw information-cconomy.

" The FRBA’ reglonal and community area networks will:
= ="} Advance Comminity Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety governmental

services delivery., cmergency management, disaster preparedness, alteinative energy (e.g.,
: smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources
1 - and- tools otherwise not’ available within the “walls” of a traditional community s
i - msmnimn . The commum!y will be better equ:pped to push reqenrch and mfnrmatlan ----- S




'sharmg bcyond The commumty borders, not stranding research or crmcal perhaps life-
saving data.

. Create anal }abs by keepm&, support services within the commumw and generating

jobs for designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers’ of broadband-
. enabled- equiptient. and devices, developers of sofiware ‘and other applications and
creators of confent of afl kinds. A high performance advarced.broadband network will
not only atirast and.enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it
will ‘also sup“ rt-‘local small bum ness entreprensurs who require. acccss 1¢"business on the

ance nelwork where
‘capacity according’

vtngs through locai ownerslup of a liig Dh p&'}:

. commumtysharebolders can freely improve network perfommn_
o demand. and foster continued growth and long<térm cost eﬁ" ieien

Promote Community Coliaboration and-Efficlency through cost and resource sharmg, -
improved face to face and virtual communication. redundarnt ifffastruciure that ensures
exchange of ‘essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services
across depariments 'freeinﬂ staff to focus on providing better service:to citizens.

4]

L We beheve 1hat thls mnovauve opportunity wzl! give Northwest z%'ﬁd bouth Centrai Flonda a

- both regions for the fulure As the grant apphc,ataon process unfoEds, we support the deveiopmem
. of té:s network, Wi look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional; -
= loedl and community- based and private partners to develop an advanced broadband

: mﬁ?stmcture ’ :

: '-t'Sm ereiy,
_aMexgiy Mercham :
Chm:m;m




From: M.E. Stackowicz To: Robert Sheets Date: 3/9/2010 Time: 4:04:26 PM Page 1 of 1

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Jackson County BOCC is an enthusiastic pariner in the Fiorida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application
for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a
regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida
counties designed to mest the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area
of Critical Econamic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These RACECs
consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Guif, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest
Florida region and De Scto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the
unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide
these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward anto more
even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two corganization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State Legislature
as areas of critical economic concern), we suppott their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both
region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of
community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband
infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide
the Jackson County BOCC with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our
new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy {e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed
access to innovative experiences, resources and fools ctherwise not available within the “walls’ of a traditional
community institution. The community will be better equipped to ‘push research and information sharing
beyond the community barders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web,

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.

] Promote Community Collaboration and Efficlency through cost and resource shating, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad geals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in
collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure, ‘

iy .CSM«@

M. Elena Stackowicz
5726 Tropical Lane, Greenwood FL 32443
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Liberty County

Board of County Commissioners
Post Office Box 399
Bristol, Florida 32321
Phone: (850) 643-5404

March 9, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E, Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Liberty County is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for
broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), The FRBA is a
regional collaboration of local govemments and economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida
counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area
of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern {RACEC). These RACECs
consist of Calhoun, Frankiin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest
Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Hightands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the
unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide
these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more
even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 44 rural counties designated by the State Legislature
as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both
region's capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality, This grant will better allow the interconnection of
community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband
infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide

the County/City/Business/Eniity Name with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the

challenges of our new information economy.
The FREBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healtheare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed
access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional
community institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing
beyond the community borders, not stranding research cr gritical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds, A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but i will aiso
support local smali business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web. —

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad geals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant
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application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in
collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners 1o develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

(oo

Davis Stoutamire, Chairman



5283 Highway 231 Phone: (850) 2634535
Post Office Box 38 Fax: (850) 263-8502

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert £, Sheets

41500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahaasee, Florida 32308
Facsimile; {866) 856.9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE Letter of Support FloHda Rurai Broadhand Aliance (FRBA) Grant Applleation for Broadband Funding

The Town of Campbeliton in Jackson County is an enthusiasbc partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
(FRBA) grant application for broadband stirnulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA). The FRBA is 2 regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 13 rural
disadvantaged Florida colnties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concemn and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concem (RACEC). These RACECs consist of Cathoun, Frankiln, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as
well as the unincorporated area of Iriimokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Forida. ARRA grant funds
will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward
ofto more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FREA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State Legislature
as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both
region's capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. - This grant will better allow the interconnaction of
community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, ete., as well as extend advanced broadband
infrastructure o its people and existing businesses. We beligve that the Flofida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide
the Town of Campbeliton with access 10 a robust breadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our
new information economy.

The FREA regional and community area netwerks wilk

- Advance Community Efferts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed
access 1o Innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls”™ of a traditional
community instizution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing
beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps Iife-saving data.

- Create Local Jobs by keeping support serviees within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and ¢ther applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanged broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, compstitive businesses that require broadband, but it wilf also
support local small business entrepreneurs who require access o business on the web.

. Allow for Gost Savings through local owrership of a high performance network where community sharehalders
can frealy improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
iongterm cost efficiencies.
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. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service 10 citizens.

We Dbelieve that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goais of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future, As the grant
application pracess unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in
colleborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, ang private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure,

Sincerely,

Q\D@m\“\- T\ Qo _

Wanda M. Moore, President
Town Gouneil

£ d Wogi:89 atae g1 by CBSBEICASE: "ON xed NOLTHIESWE040MM0L : wody



Mar. 10. 2010 1:45PM  TOWN OF HAVANA, FLORIDA No. 4776 P |

IO. Box 1068
Havana, Florida 32333-1068
Phone: 850/539-2820

Howard L. McKinnon, Town Manager
Shelia A. Evans, Town Clerk

March 10, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/0 Robert E, Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

RE: Letter of Support Florida Ruyal Broadband Alllance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

- Dear My, Sheets:

Town of Havana is an enthusiastic partner in the Fiorida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLG (FRBA) grant application for broadband
stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Relnvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FREBA is a regional collaboration of
local governments and economic development agencies from A5 rural disadvantaged Florlda counties designed to meet the
essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the
South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC), These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf,
Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and D& Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry,
Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region
of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South
Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of the country,

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural countles deslgnated by the State Leglslature as areas
of critical economlc concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both region's capacity for
economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the [nterconnection of community anchor Institutions, such
as hospitals, schools, librarles, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband Infrastructure to its people and existing businesses.
We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the Town of Havana with access to a robust broadband
infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA reglonal and community area networks will:

. Advance Communlty Efforts in healthcare, education, public safey, governmental services delivery, emergency
managernent, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to
innovative experlences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community
Institution. The community will be better equipped te push research and information sharing beyond the community
borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Johs by keeping support services within the community and generating Jobs for designers and builders of
broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of software and other
applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract
and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownershib of a high perfermance network where community shareholders can
freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost
efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efffcléncy through cost and resource sharing, improved face 1o face and virtual

communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative
and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens,

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for achieving the
broad goals of the economic stimuius and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant application process unfolds,
we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, reglonal, local
and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure

Sincerely, J‘ m C t ~~

oward L. McKinnon
Town Manager




Town Of Sneads | 850-593-6636
P.O. Box 159 fax 850-593-5079
March 16,2010 Sneads, Florida 32460

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets '

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE:  Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

The Town of Sneads would like to convey its support for the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA)
grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA). As one of the communities located in a state designated Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern in
Jackson County, we are excited about the possibility that the ARRA grant funds will provide our region with the
necessary economic stimulus to propel us forward onto more even footing with the rest of the country,

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State
Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus
advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the
interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend
advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance will provide the Town of Sneads with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us
to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

It is our hope that the FRBA regional and community area networks will:

sAdvance Community efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access.

eCreate Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
" builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds, A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small business entreprensurs who require access to business on the web. :

eAllow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.

We hope that this innovative opportunity will give our area a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the
economic stimulus and start positioning us for the future, As the grant application process unfolds, we support the
development of this network, We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local
and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure,

Ed Kilpatrick

Town Mangoetroreads  Phone (850) 563-6636  Fax (850) 593-5079 emall Sneadsfi@sneadsfl.com
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August 7, 2009

Bill Lambert

Hardee County Economic Development Office
P.O. Box 458

Wauchula, FL 33873

Re: Hardee County Broadband Project

Dear Mr. Lambert:

Globalization has created enormous competition. Rural America must have state of the art
communication technology available to its producers if it is to compete in this global economy.
We cannot and must not take for granted that rural access will ever be completely served with
communication systems dependent upon wire or cable technology.

For this reason the Town of Zolfo Springs supports and endorses the Hardee County Broadband
Project. We concur with the Hardee County Board of County Commissioners and likewise,
heartily endorse the Hardee County Broadband Project application. Re-emphasizing, itis
increasingly imperative for rural areas to have complete, competitive and efficient access to
high speed broadband technology applications. Unfortunately, conventional systems are either
too expensive or years away from providing access and it is unlikely the private sector will make
investment without government assistance.

The Hardee County Broadband Project will provide access to both un-served and underserved
areas of our County and sister municipalities. 1t will provide opportunities for underprivileged
children to advance academically by making available in addition to broadband access computer
hardware and technology. 1t will greatly enhance and expand our local economy.

it is an answer to providing the "last mile" broadband service to 100% of residents and students
in this rural county. This project more than meets all of the goals of the America Recovery Act. In
addition to improving our education system and public safety efficiency it will, through the
increase of access, stimulate the American Economy and create jobs now.

As a rural County in the State of Florida designated as a “Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern” we earnestly seek your consideration and approval of this application.

Sincerely,

‘
: ! T A
T A R TR L
. G

linda Roberson
[own Mangge:



WASHINGTON COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

1331 SOUTH BOULEVARD, CHIPLEY FL 32428
TELEPHONE: (850) 638-6200, FAX: (850)638-6106  vonmisstrickLann

District One
JOELPATE
District Two
Emory Pitts
Administrator CHARLES BROCK
District Three
EDDY HOLMAN
March €, 2010 ) District Four
Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC DL HOWELL
¢/o RobertE. Sheets '
1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250 ' THOMAS G.HOLLEY
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 Attomey

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519
Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Washington County Board of Commissicners js an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC

(FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding.under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
{ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to :meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern (RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties-in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as
well as the unincorporated area. of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds
will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward
onto more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two-organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State Legislature
as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both
region's capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of
community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband
infrastructure to its peoplé and existing businesses. We believe that the Flonda Rural Broadband Alliance will provide
the Washington County Board of Commissioners with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us 1o meet
the challenges of our new informatlon economy.

The FRBA regional and communiy area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g; smart grid), and research through high speed
access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional
commuriity institution. The community will be better equippad to push research and information sharing
beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers-of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers. of
software and other applicatioris and creatars of content of aII kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network wil not only attract and enable madern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Coimmunity Collaboration and Efficfency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructdre that ensures exchange of essential information and



integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments. freeing staff to focus on providing batter
seérvice to citizens.
We believe that this inhovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus-and stait positioning both regions for the future. As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to patrticipating in
collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-hased, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Yours truly,

Z&/M /%

Emory Pitts
County Manager



809 5. WAUKESHA STREET, BONIFAY, FL. 32425
PHONE (850) 547-3561

FAX {850) 547-0462

www.bonlfaypolice.com

Bonifay Police Pepartment
Chris PWells, Chief

March 18, 2010

Ficrida Rural Broadband Alliarice, LLC
c/o Robert-E. Sheeis

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Dear Mr. Sheets, o
. Broadband
idband

Recovery
niments and

hosp!tals, schools
d existing

Rural Broadban Ailaance wm prowde ‘the City of Bonifay

; ust broadband lnfrastructure hetp;ng us to meet the challenges

Police Department wuth acces$ito a
of our new information economy

The FRBA regional and commumty-area?n

. Advance Community Efforts in ;h"‘althcare educat ublic safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness alternative energy (e.g., smart grid),
and research through high speed access ‘to- ihnovative' experiences, resources and tools
- otherwise not available within the “walls” of ‘a traditional community institution, The community
will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community
borders, not sfranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment

1



J and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A
high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern,
competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also suppert local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and
foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

» Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved

face to face and virtual communication, redundant mfrastructure that ensures exchange of
essential information and mtegrated \mnovatwe ang 's&ble services across departments
freemg staff to focus" X '
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63/16/2018 13:34 8506744118 BLOUNTSTOWN PD

Pa&GE 82/83
TELEPHONE GLENN KIMBREL
850-674-5987 Chief
FAX )
850-674-4110 A

CITY OF BLOUNTSTOWN

POLICE DEPARTMENT

20580 CENTRAL AVENUE WEST
BLOUNTSTOWN, FLORIDA 32424

March 16, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 230
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application
for Broadband Funding

Dear Mr. Sheets:.

The Blountstown. Police Department is an enthusiastic partnet in the Florida Rural Broadband
Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local
governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties
designed o meet the essential and advanced broadband netwark needs of the Northwest Flotida
Rural Area of Economic Concern aud the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern (RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Guif, Holmes,
Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and DeSoto, Glades,
Hardes, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of
Immokales in Collier County in the Southwest regions of Florida. ARRA grant funds will
provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South
Central Florida forward into more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organizations representing 14 rural counties designated
by the State Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support the ARRA broadband
grant application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and
vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such
as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc. as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its
people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will
provide the Blountstown Police Department with aceess to a robust broadband infrastructure,
helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.
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The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

1. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental
services delivety, emergency management, disaster preparcdness, alternative energy
(E.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experiences,
sesources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community
institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information
sharing beyond the community borders, niot stranding research of critical, perhaps
life-saving data.

2. Create local jobs keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled
equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications aud creators of
content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not only
attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web,

3. Allow for cost savings through local ownership of a high performance network where
community sharebolders can freely inprove network performance and capacity according
to demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

4, Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing,
Improved face to face and virtual conumunication, redundant infrastructure that ensures
exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services
across departments frecing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a
great foundation for achjeving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning
both regions for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development
of this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional,
local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband
infrastructure.

Any consideration given in funding this grant will be greatly appreciated.

SincerelyW
&enn H. Kimbrel

Chief of Police
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DE SOTO COUNTY

PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT
FIRE & RESCUE
1985 S.E, Carlstrom Field Road
Arcadia, Florida 34266
Office (863) 993-4842 SunCom 740-4842
Facsimile (863) 993-4844 SunCom 740-4844

March 17, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/0 Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 356-9519

Dear Mr. Sheels,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadbhand Funding

DeSoto County Fire Rescue is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA}. The
FRBA Is a regional collaboration of local and tribal govemments, economic development agencies and community
activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed 1o meet the essential and advanced broadband
network needs of the Northwest Florida Rura) Areas of Critical Economic Congern and the South Central Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern (RACECs). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Guif, Holmes, Jackson,
Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and
Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of
Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimuius to propel
Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

" Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating sustainable regional
and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadhand
infragtructure into communities through community area networks, We believe that FRBA will provide DeSoto County
Fire Rescus with access to a robust advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new
information economy.

The FRBA reglonal and community area networks will:

. Advance ©Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative
experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community
ingtitution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing-beyond the
community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data,

» Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadhand networks, manufacturers of broadband-genabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applicsitions and creators of content, of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will
also support local small business entreprenéurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity aceording to demand and foster continued growth and
longterm cost efficiencies.

AN EQUAL OFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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. Prontote Community Gollabaration and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing, improved face 10 face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of esseniial information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff fo focus on providing better
service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and South Central Fiorida for the
future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to

participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop a
robust advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Mjl_[v/ﬁwﬂﬂ/

Glenn H. Prescott
Fire Chief



Franklin County Sheriff’s Office
| Sthip Shiver, Sheriff |
270 Stace Road 65 — Eastpoint, Florida 32328

| Phone: 850-670-8500 weiftanklinisheri
March 16, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite-250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile:- (866)856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE:  Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant
Application for Broadband Funding

Franklin County is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA)
grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of Iocal governments and economic
development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential
and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These
RACECs corisist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and
Okeechiobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the
Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary
economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing
with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the
State Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant
application, thus advancing both region's capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This
grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals,
schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing
businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the businesses and
residents of Franklin County with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us-to meet the
challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will;

* Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative éncrgy {e.g., smart grid), and
research through high speed. access to innovative experiences, resources and tools ‘otherwise not
available within the "walls" of a traditional community institition. The community will be better
equipped to push research énd information sharing beyond the coromunity borders, not stranding
research or eritical, perhaps life-saving data.

Honor e Integrity @ Excellence



* Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and
devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all Kinds. A high
performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive
businesses that require broadband, but it will also suppoert local small business entrepreneurs who
require access to business on the web.

* Allow for Cost Savings:through local ownership of a high petformance network where community
sharcholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster
continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

* Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential
information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to
focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions
for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network.
We. look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-
based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructire.

Sincerely,
Skip Shiver
Franklin County. Sheriff



Hardee County Emergency Management

Richard S. Shepard, Director
404 West Orange:Street
Wauchula, Florida 338732831
Voice (863) 773-6373

Fax (863) 773-9390

wyw hardeecountv.net/eoe

8/7/09

To Whom It May Concern,

The Hardee County Office of Emergency Management fully endorses the Hardee County Broadband
Project. As the agency tasked with preparing for, responding to, récovering from, and mitigating
agamst all hazards, this service will have numerous benefits. for all:phases of disaster management.

When our planners and responders have 100 percent broadband service throughout the county, it will
improve our ability to provide better “ground truth” data back to the Emergency Operations Center and
our counterparts at the state-and local level: This can result in improvement in disaster response and
lead to faster recovery times for the county and its municipalities.

Tn conclusion; liaving blanket broadband ¢ coverage in Hardee County is a worthwhile project with
positive impdocts for our citizens. Please accept-this letter as my full'and'complete endorsement of this
project.

/A ’ ._ ' A
S..Shepard, FPEM
Emergency Management Director

COMMISSIONERS

District E-Miuor L Bryait Pistrict 1-Clilton N: THametman Districf I-Terry Afchley

District IV- Bobby Ry Smith ' District V-Dale A, Johnson



rlardlze County Fire Ressue
Administration

149 K.D. Revell Rd Wauchuila, Fl 33873
Office: (863) 773-4362 Fax: (863) 773-3827
Michael J. Choate, Fire Chief

. b
L —EST 1987~ §

COUNTY

August 10, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

As the Director of Public Safety, as well as the Fire Chief, [ fully endorse the Hardee
County Broadband Project. It has become increasingly imperative for rural area
response agencies such as ours, to have complete and efficient access to high speed
broadband technology applications.

Currently our responding units are running a web-based Computer Aided Dispatch
System [(CAD) on each laptop. We rely solely on wireless air cards. This project will
open more doors for public safety, possibly allowing us to explore a more efficient and
cost effective manner of operations.

Additionally, blanketed coverage could aide in providing numerous benefits for all
phases of response and disaster management. Increasing efficiency on the scene of an
emergency can be immeasurable. In our business, decreasing time saves lives.

In conclusion, Hardee County Public Safety fully supports this project. We are excited
and very much look forward to this worthwhile endeavor for the citizen of Hardee
County.

Respectfully, I

M,

Michael J. Choate
Public Safety Director/Fire Rescue Chief
Hardee County Division of Public Safety

Our Sacrifice, Your Safety



August 10, 2009

Bill Lambert, Director

Hardee County Economic Development
Post Office Box 458

Wauchula, Florida 33873

Dear Sir,

As Sheriff of Hardee County and a Constitutional Officer, complete access fo
wireless broadband technology for our county will greatly enhance our public safety
and Law Enforcement effectiveness.

| concur with the Board of County Commissioners and likewise, heartily endorse the
Hardee County Broadband Project. 1t is increasingly imperative for rural areas to
have complete, competitive and efficient access to high-speed broadband
technology applications. Unfortunately, systems that rely solely on cable or wire
dependent installations are either too expensive or years away from providing
access.

It is an answer to providing the “last mile" broadband service to 100% of residents
and students in this rural county. In addition to improving our education system and
public safety efficiency, it may, through the increase of access, stimulate the
American Economy and create jobs now.

As a rural county in the State of Florida, designated as a “Rural Area of Critical
Economic Concern”, we earnestly seek your consideration and approval of this
application.

Sincerely,

Arnold Lanier, Sheriff
Hardee County, Florida



Highlands County Sheriff's Office

Susan Benton, Sheriff
434 Fernleaf Avenue
Sebring, Florida 33870
863-402-7200

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
/o Robert E. ‘Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee; .F_lorida 32308

Facsimile: {866) 856-9519

Déar Mr. She_ets,
RE:  Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Highlands County Sheriff's Office is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LL.C (FRBA)
grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA). The FRBA is a.regional collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic development agencies
and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties:designed to meet the essential and advanced
broadband nietwork needs of the Noithwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South
Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern(RACECs). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin,
Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson; Libeity and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto,
Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in
Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary
and rapid econotmic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forwatd now and long into the future.
Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating sustainable
regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced
broadband infrastructure into communities through community area networks. We.believe that FRBA will provide
the Highlands County Sheriff's Office with access to necessary advanced broadband infrastructure, heipmg us to
mget the challenges of our new irfformation economy.

The FRBA regional and community-area nietworks will:

) Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative
experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community
institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
cominunity borders, not stranding research or eritical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced
broadband network will not only atract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require big
‘broadband, but it will also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the
web.

. Aliow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster
cofitinued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through-cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential. information and
‘integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service to ditizens.
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- Florida Rural Broadband Alliance.

We believe that this innovative opportuiiity will give Northwest and South-Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimuius and start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for
the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward
to participating-in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and. community-based, and private partners to
develop arobust-advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincgrely,

‘Susan B’enton,
Sheriff
Highlands County



Holmes County

Emergency Management

1001 East Highway 90
Bonifay, Florida 32425
(850) 547-1112 Fax (850) 547-7002

March 17, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

The Emergency Management Office is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance,
LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and
economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the
essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These RACECs
consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the
Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechebee Counties as
well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA
grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South
Cenitral Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State

Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application,

thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better

allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as
well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the Holmes County Emergency Management Department

with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information

economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks wilk:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and
research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not
available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The community will be better
equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding
research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.




. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment
and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A
high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern,
competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and
foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential
information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments frecing staff io
focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and Scuth Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the
firture, As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look
forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and
private pariners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Wanda S. Stafford, Director
Holmes County Emergency Management



Cathoun County Public Library System

Rita Shields Maupin, Director
17731 N.E. Pear Street (850) 674-8773
Blountstown, Florida 32424 ' FAX (850) 674-2843

Blountstown, Altha, Kinard Park, Hugh Creck Park and Sheltons Park Public Libraries
March 9, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
C/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-5519

Re: Florida Rural Broadband Alliance Grant Application for Broadband Fuﬁding
Déar Mr, Sheets: |

I am writing this letter of support as the Libraty Director of the Callicun County Public lerary
System. We have 5 facilitics located in the véry rural area of Northwest Florida. We have a total
of 108 computers. The Blountstown Library serves as our headquarters facility. Each of the 5
buildings has fragmented DSL lines to the buildings and a combination of hardwiring and
wireless inside. The Blountstown Public Library’s connectivity is of particular concern as we
have 60 work stations plus a laptop wireless lab with insufficient bandwidth to meet public and
staff needs. Mark Flynn, our State Library Consultant, in an e-mail about the Blountstown
Library, said, “T don’t think a T1 will be enough bandwidth. To be fair to your users you
Dprobably need at least 25 MB connection™.

Calho'un Jackson, Washmgton and Hoimeés Countics are identified as Rural Counties of Critical
Economic Concern; the public libraries in these four counties are struggling to provide sufficient
bioadband to support public service requirements. The increased demands of e-government, e-
commerce, and e-books along with SIRSL, a very sophisticated circulation system, is requiring
mioré bandwidth than we are able to obtain and/or afford.

The Calhoun County Public Library System received a $35,000 cut in State Aid this year and has
been told to anticipate another $30,000 next year, The Department of Children and Families as
well as Federal agencies are sending clients to these public Iibraries to access their services.
Large Federal and State Agencies are stressing our already inadequate connectivity in attempts to
serve citizens of this county. If the riral public libraries are to be able to provide library services,
cireylate materials, provide e-mail, e-government, e-commerce and meet iinovative challenges
such as e-books and social networking we have got to have belp. If Federal and State government
expect to use library scaffolding to provide their e-services they have got to help libraries.

We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and
community-based, and private partners in the development of an advanced broadband
infrastructure. We need this network and we support its development.

Ce: Ruth Attaway, Calhoun County Clerk of Court and Library Board Chair
Merle Jones, Panhandle Public Library Cooperative Board Chair

The Calhoun County Public Library is a member of the Panhandle Public Library Cooperative
and the Panhandle Library Access Network.



CHirOoLA COLLEGE

A Higher Degree of Success
3094 Indian Circle Marianna, Florida 32446-2053  850-526-2761
www,chipola.edun

March 15, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
C/o Robert E. Sheets

. 1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250

- Tallahassee, FL 32308

Dear Mr. Sheets:

RE: Letter of Support — Florida Rural Broadband Alliance Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

Chipola College is pleased to have the opportunity to both support:and partnerwith:thie FRBA ,

ot

grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and™ - vt

by

‘Reinvestment Act of 2009, The FRBA exempilifies the best of regional.collaboration ofilocsl .«
governmeits and'econol nic development agengies from fifteen-rural disadyantaged:-Florida
counties. " Our goal is focused to meet the essential and: 3 dvanced broadband.networkneeds of
the Northiwest Floridla Rural Area of Critical Economie. Concern and the South Central Rural Area
of‘C"ritiéaf‘Eéc;h'omi'c Concern (RACEC). .These RACEC counties consist of Calhoun; Franklin,
Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida
Region. The Southwest Region consists of the counties of De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry,
Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier
County in the Southwest region of Florida. The ARRA Grant Funds will provide these regions
with the necessary econoimic stimulus to propei Northwest and South Central Florida forward in

teris of équity with the rest of the country.

Through this FRBA fourteen county alliance, we support their ARRA broadband grant
application, thus advancing both regions’ capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality.
Specifically, this grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions,
such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure
to i‘tspé‘op_lg and existing businesses. In fact, Chipola College is in the process of implementing
d broadbahnd grantin our Netwarking Services Technology Instructional Program inorder to- - - .
assist the technician triining needs. of this region with,several industry. certifications as well:as

to'help meét the challenges of qur new information économy.. Mareover and in:collabotstive

fashion; the FRBA Grant will advance community efforts th rough broadband. capacity, create
local jabs thiough ‘cbfﬁﬁ)pnity,supgio&t services, allow for cost savings through local owniership



of a high performance network and promote community collaboration through cost and
resource sharing,.

Chipola College believes that this innovative opportunity will give the Northwest and South
Central region an excellent foundation for achieving both the broad goalis of economic stimulus
and the immediate and essential job creation for local economic stability. We look forward to
participating in collaborative efforts with the state, local and community based organizations as
well as private partners to develop and advance broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Bud Riviere, Dean .
Workforce Development and Continuing Education



EDISON STATE
T COLLEGE™

HENDRY/GLADES CENTER

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LL.C
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive; Suite 250

_ Tallahassee, Florida 32308

March 16, 2010

Dear Mr. Sheets,

Edison State College is pleased to support the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant
Application for Broadband Funding. An expanded broadband access will afford Edison State
College students faster access to educational opportunities and have and added economic benefit
to the region as a whole,

This branch of Edison serves the targeted rural areas of Hendry, Glades, and parts of Collier
Counties. Our classrooms and labs are filled with students and community members who cannot
access the web any other way at present, Itis very evident that broadband access is fundamental
to the economic recovery 6fthis region and to the necessary retraining and job creation that is so
desperately needed.

4030 Cowloy Way
LaBelle, FL 33933
Tel §63:674-0403
www.edison.odu
Eidtson State Colliepe is ot Spuat acearky ool RPN OYaTig.
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GL,4DES COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Building Academic Excellence

March 18, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robart E. Shests

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) B56-9519

Dear Mr. Shests,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant

Application for Broadband Funding

Glades County School District is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus
funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).
The FRBA is a regional collaborationi of local and tribal govemments, economic
development agencies and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged
Florida counties designed fo meet the essential and advanced broadband
network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic
Concarn and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concem
(RACECs). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf,
Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida
region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee
Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in
the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions
with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South
Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic
development by creating sustainable regional and staiewide infrastructure that
interconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband
infrastructure into communities through community area networks. We believe
that FRBA will provide the Glades County School Distsrict with access to a
robust advanced broadband infrastruciure, helping us to meet the challenges of
our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safefy,
emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g.,
smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative
experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the
“walls” of a traditional community institution. The community will be better
equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
community borders, not stranding resaarch or critical, perhaps life-saving
data.

Box 459 + Moore Haven, FL 33471 » 843.946,2083 » Fax: B43.946,2709 « www.glades-schools.org
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Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and
generating jobs for designers and builders of broadband networks,
manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipmant and devices, developers
of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds, A
high performance advanced broadband network will not only atiract and
enable modern, competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it
will also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access
to business on the web.

Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance
network where community shareholders can freely improve network
performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued
growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and
resource sharing, improved face to face and virtual communication,
redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information
and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments
fraeing staff fo focus on providing better service to citizens,

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central
Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus
and start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the future. As the
grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network.
We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local
and community-based, and private pariners to develop a robust advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Wayne Aldrich
Superintendent,
Glades County School District





