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Questions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5

1.  Budget

During Q2 2014, the project team worked with NTIA on a budget amendment, a summary of which was provided in the Q2 Quarterly PPR. The budget amendment was filed in PAM on July 2, 2014, and approved by the Department of Commerce Grants Officer, Husai Rahman, on August 15, 2014. 
2.   Describe your progress meeting each major activity/milestone approved in the Project Plan for this project; any challenges or obstacles encountered and mitigation strategies you have employed; planned major activities for the next quarter; and any additional project milestones or information.

****Implement Recommendations Made in State Broadband Plan – The Utah Broadband Plan was completed during Q3 2014 and was publicly released on October 8, 2014. The plan was presented to the Utah Broadband Advisory Council on October 9, 2014, and Utah Governor Gary R. Herbert issued a welcome letter to be included in the plan. A press release was issued to promote the plan, which resulted in favorable media coverage. A list of this coverage is found below:

Salt Lake Tribune
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/money/58500773-79/broadband-economic-plan-development.html.csp
Utah Business Magazine
http://www.standard.net/Business/2014/10/09/Broadband-project-aims-to-boost-Utah-s-economy.html
Standard Examiner
http://www.standard.net/Business/2014/10/09/Broadband-project-aims-to-boost-Utah-s-economy.html#
Utah Policy
http://utahpolicy.com/index.php/features/featured-articles/3686-utah-broadband-project-releases-statewide-broadband-plan

****Revisit State Broadband Plan and Advisory Council Report – Since the State Broadband Plan was released on October 8, 2014, it does not need to be revisited at this time. The Utah Broadband Advisory Council Report has been reviewed every quarter and progress on the recommendations of the report have been included in each PPR since the report was released.  Please refer to Question 4 for a summary of the progress made during the quarter. A summary of progress to date on the Utah Broadband Plan and Utah Broadband Advisory Council Report will be included in the Final Report for the Project.

****Regional Planning Council Grant Closeout – All seven Regional Broadband Plans have been completed and were presented to the Utah Broadband Advisory Council on June 19, 2014. The project team worked with each region to print the plans during Q3 2014. These plans were distributed within each region. Copies of the plans can be accessed at http://broadband.utah.gov/resources/regional-planning. The overall summary report is still in process and should be completed during Q4 2014. 

****Phase 2 Final Report – The Utah Broadband Nonadopters Final Report was completed in August 2014, a hard copy of which was presented to the Utah Broadband Advisory Council on August 27, 2014.  This report, a follow-up to the Utah Broadband Access report prepared in 2011, can be found on the project website.

The Report was featured in Utah Business Magazine and the project manager did a radio interview on “For the People” which played on KVNU.

3. If the project team anticipates requesting any changes to the approved project plan in the next quarter, describe these below. Note that any substantive changes to the project plan must be approved by the Department of Commerce before implementation.

As indicated above, during Q2 2014, the project team worked with NTIA on a budget amendment, a summary of which was provided in the Q2 Quarterly PPR. The budget amendment was filed in PAM on July 2, 2014, and approved by the Department of Commerce Grants Officer, Husai Rahman, on August 15, 2014.  No changes are anticipated in Q4 2014.
4. Provide any other information that you think would be useful to NTIA as it assesses this project’s progress.

During the quarter, the project team completed the following milestones based on recommendations made in the June 2012 Utah Broadband Advisory Council Report:

Education
Continue informing the Governor and Utah Legislators on the role State appropriations have in leveraging federal funds to connect and maintain facilities supported by UEN. Specifically,
informing the Utah Legislature on the distinct funding vehicles and sustainability of each of these models. For example, under the E‐Rate program, every state dollar allocated to UEN is matched with approximately two dollars of federal funding.
· Worked with the Utah Education and Telehealth Network and Utah’s Associations of Governments to submit a Petition for Reconsideration to reconsider the recent change in rural/urban designations for E-Rate funding in WC Docket No. 13-184 Modernizing the E-Rate Program for Schools and Libraries). The project team also provided critical mapping data to support this effort. The comments can be found at http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/view?id=7522673889.


Working with Utah’s telecommunications providers, continue to meet the communication and information technology needs of UEN stakeholders with cost‐effective services and solutions.
· Met with NetDiverse and the Utah Education and Telehealth Network to discuss upcoming E-Rate opportunities. 

Economic Development

Form a subgroup to work with the Utah Broadband Project and collect data on existing backbone infrastructure in Utah that would include networks operated by the Utah Department of
Transportation (UDOT), UEN, and DTS. Broadband service providers will also be invited to
participate in this effort. The resulting data will be used to more effectively promote broadband
availability for economic development purposes
· Met with the Governor’s Office of Economic Development’s Managing Director of Corporate Recruitment and Business Services and the Utah Rural Telecom Association to discuss and receive any feedback about the Commercial Broadband Map the project team will be releasing later this year.
· Met with multiple providers (including Centurylink, Interlinx Communications, Strata Networks, Beehive Broadband, Comcast, Infowest, AWI Networks, Baja Broadband, Skywire Fiber, CentraCom, Manti Telephone, Gunnision Telephone and Integra) to show them the Economic Development Map.  Also provided these organization access to edit their fiber data underlying the map. 

Continue meeting with local economic development groups and service providers to collaborate on strategies to improve high‐capacity access and redundancy.
· Held a conference call with Alcatel Technologies and Box Elder County to discuss possible solutions for mobile wireless coverage in Grouse Creek, Utah.
· Worked with Rick Raile of Emigration Canyon, and attended the Emigration Canyon Town Council meeting to encourage installing conduit in the canyon as part of an upcoming road construction project.  

Improve efforts to assist individuals in locating digital literacy programs and resources in their
areas.
· Published a Digital Literacy page, entitled Computer Basics, on the Utah Broadband Project’s website, which provides links to online courses to improve computer skills. The portal can be accessed at http://broadband.utah.gov/digital-literacy/computer-basics. 
	
Transportation
Develop a strategy to improve coordination with cities and counties and encourage them to follow UDOT’s model of laying conduit during road construction projects where feasible.
· Attended and hosted a booth that featured all of Utah’s Regional Broadband Plans at the Utah League of Cities and Towns Annual Conference on September 10-12. All of the plans encourage the use of best practices, which includes laying conduit during road construction projects, where feasible.

Rural Broadband Access
Develop uniform urban and rural broadband speed goals for the State, which would include a goal for download and upload speeds. The Council has discussed establishing a benchmark used for distribution of available State funds for broadband deployment at no less than 10 Mbps for download speeds and 3 Mbps upload speeds.  
· Included language in the Utah Broadband Plan that the project team should work with communities with download speeds of less than 10 Mbps to help them develop strategies to improve access.

Inform Utah Legislators on basic broadband issues/technologies and encourage a technology neutral approach to telecommunications legislation.
· Submitted comments to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Docket No. 10-90 regarding the Connect American Fund Omnibus Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The comments can be found at http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/view?id=7521747995. 
· Assisted the Governor’s Office in preparing and filing additional joint comments with the Governors of Iowa and Colorado on Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Docket No. 10-90 regarding the Connect American Fund Omnibus Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The comments can be found at http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/view?id=60000971699. 
· Assisted the Governor’s Office to assist them in preparing and filing comments on behalf of the National Governor's Association regarding WCB Docket Nos. 14-115 and 14-116 (Seeking Preemption of State Laws Restricting the Deployment of Certain Broadband Networks). The comments can be found at http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/view?id=7521825865.

Tribal Broadband Access
Continue to encourage tribal representatives to participate in Utah Broadband Advisory Council
meetings to improve coordination and communication.
· Continued to invite tribal leaders, specifically from the Ute Tribe and the Confederated Tribe of the Goshute Reservation, to participate in the Utah Broadband Advisory Council.

Work with tribal representatives to develop strategies to improve broadband access and
availability on tribal lands.
· Sent the tribal section of the Utah Broadband Plan to all of Utah’s tribal leaders for feedback on ways to improve broadband service.  Their edits were incorporated into the final document. 
· Attended Native American Summit committee planning meetings, as well as the 2014 Native American Annual Summit on July 30-31 and spoke with tribes about strategies to improve services.  
· Met with the Ute Native American Tribe to discuss their broadband network and coverage on the Ute reservation. 
· Met with the Goshute Native American Tribe about coverage on their reservation and possible upgrades to their broadband network in that area.

Additional Milestones
· Hosted a booth that featured Utah’s interactive broadband map and information about the Utah Broadband Project at the Tri-State Telecommunications Conference on August 3-5 and presented to the conference attendees about projects and research the Utah Broadband Project is working on. 
· Hosted a booth at the Utah Global Forum on September 24 and spoke with attendees about broadband coverage for businesses and best practices to deploy infrastructure. 
· Released the Mobile Drive Test Comparison Report, which details and compares the data between the 2011 and 2013 mobile drive tests.   
· Met with T-Mobile to discuss the Mobile Drive Test results and discussed strategies to improve mobile wireless coverage in rural Utah.
· Met with AT&T to discuss edits to the Utah Broadband Plan.
· Attended Frontier Communications new facility opening in Provo.
· Continued to hold the Utah Broadband Advisory Council meetings in July and August (July 15 and August 27, 2014) which featured presentations on the Utah Broadband Plan, the Utah Regional Broadband Planning Efforts, FirstNet, the E-Rate Modernization Order, and the Nonadopters Demand Study. The August meeting also featured presentations from Emigration Canyon Township and Grouse Creek who solicited the council for ideas on strategies to improve service. Salt Lake City also solicited the council for feedback on upcoming changes to its Ground Mounted Utility Box Ordinance.  

5. Attach as a separate document any success stories or best practices you have identified. Please be as specific as possible.

Best Practice: Project Newsletter – The project team continued the publication of its monthly project newsletter. The newsletter is distributed to approximately 810 unique email recipients, many of whom are executive-level contacts. The newsletters are also helping drive traffic to the project website, map and blog. Click on the following links to view the July, August and September Newsletters.  

Best Practice: Map of the Month Series – The project team also continued work on its Map of the Month series. The series is being used to highlight broadband availability and other pertinent issues using context from Utah’s rich collection of digital mapping data.
· The July 2014 Map of the Month analyzed broadband availability on Tribal Lands. 
· The August 2014 Map of the Month analyzed the transition of broadband data collection to the FCC.
· The September 2014 Map of the Month analyzed Utah’s Rural Schools Classification as defined in the E-Rate Modernization Order.
Success Story: The project team received a call from a homeowner in Providence, Utah who was having issues having a cell tower on his property approved by the city planning commission. The project team spoke with the city and was able to assist the homeowner in navigating the approval process. The petition was approved by the council in early October.

Success Story: A representative from Morgan County, Utah, spoke with the project team because a large business in the county was not able to obtain sufficient services for their operation. The project team reached out to several providers in the area and was able to find a provider who would be able to serve the building.


