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2. For this quarter, describe your progress meeting each major activity/milestone approved in the Project Plan for this project; any challenges or obstacles encountered and mitigation strategies you have employed; planned major activities for the next quarter; and any additional project milestones or information.
Legislative and Telecommunications Planning and Development Advisory Committee (TAB) activities:
New Hampshire Broadband Mapping and Planning Program (NHBMPP) staff worked with the New Hampshire Telecommunications Planning and Development Advisory Committee (TAB) to provide a report to the NH Joint House and Senate Telecom Oversight Committee highlighting the latest broadband availability and usage data provided by NHBMPP and Akamai. NHBMPP staff provided support and also facilitated educational testimony for the NH House Science, Tech, and Energy Committee regarding HB286 which deals with bonding for broadband.
NHBMPP staff worked with State Rep.  Susan Ford, and State Rep. Jackie Cali-Pitts on the introduction of legislation requiring E911 to share address data with NHBMPP (recognizing broadband availability is important for public safety and economic development initiatives).  
NHBMPP staff provided U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen with an update highlighting BTOP project accomplishments and broadband challenges in the state.  Staff also provided support for U.S. Senator Kelly Ayotte’s conversation on a revised formula for distribution of Universal Service Fund monies, i.e. guaranteeing rural states 75% of the collected/remitted contributions.  
Capacity Building and Stakeholder Group Assistance:
NHBMPP staff attended Broadband Forums at 4 Regional Planning Commissions:  Colebrook, Bethlehem, North Conway, Claremont, Concord, and Manchester.  Reviewed status of draft plans and made commitments to work with Webster, Manchester, and Danbury as a community grassroots effort. Staff also attended the Digital Opportunities Symposium (an initiative by NH Department of Educations’ Dr. Bob McGlaughlin hosted by Comcast.   The program highlighted Comcast “Internet Essentials” a discount broadband connectivity program for low-income families with children in school.  In addition to discounted broadband a discounted hardware/software program available with financing will put laptops and tablets into the hands of the needy.  Working to extend the program to create a broadband coop that would entice all NH service providers to offer discounts to low-income families, educational community, and senior citizens.
Capacity Building and Community Resources
A Capacity Building and Community Resources Team has been researching successful community broadband solutions and aggregating them into a NH “broadband solutions and funding tool kit”, In addition, they are working to assist communities in assessing their “readiness” to begin implementation of their broadband plans and provide assistance with community broadband decision-making.  
Regional Planning Commissions were asked to nominate three communities. UNH Cooperative Extension sent a password and link, to its Broadband Readiness Assessment Tool, to the nominated communities. This online assessment tool is an easy- to-use set of questions designed for communities to assess their capacity and resources for implementing broadband. 

The Resource Team committee has selected three communities to participate in this capacity building program. The selection was based on the results of the Broadband Readiness Assessment Tool, broadband access in the area, input from Regional Planning Commission and the teams’ assessment of its ability to provide necessary resources and support. The selected communities are:

· Bethlehem
· Greenfield
· Moultonborough

 All three communities were notified on December 17, 2013 and agreed to participate in the program.

Twenty communities were nominated for the program by their respective Regional Planning Commission.  All nominated communities and other interested communities throughout NH will be invited to a workshop in November 2014 to learn about broadband community resources, the broadband tool kit including e-learning modules and lessons learned from Broadband Capacity Building Program in Bethlehem, Greenfield and Moultonborough. 

4. Provide any other information that you think would be useful to NTIA as it assesses this project's progress.
Communications
NHBMPP’s Communication Team revised “project update” documents highlighting project goals, activities, and accomplishments for the Mapping, Planning, and Technical Assistance and Training projects. These documents are updated each quarter (copies attached). 
NHBMPP’s Communication Team continued work on planning a “NH Broadband Conference” to be conducted on May, 16th, 2014.  This conference will bring together residents, community leaders, municipal officials, policy makers, small business owners, educators, healthcare providers, planners, and other stakeholders to learn about and discuss what is happening to expand broadband access, adoption, and use throughout New Hampshire.  A “Save the Date” notice was developed, as well as a draft agenda and speaker topics. 
UNH Broadband Center of Excellence (BCOE)
NHBMPP staff assisted with the establishment and launch of a new “Broadband Center of Excellence”.  Mapping and Technical Assistance and Training Team members planned a 90 minute workshop at the launch on Oct. 1, 2013.  The workshop topics included:
1) Why Broadband is Important for NH? – Overview
a. Importance by sector (business, healthcare, education, government, etc.)
b. Video Testimonials 
2) About New Hampshire Broadband Mapping and Planning Program (NHBMPP)
3) Broadband In NH – What We Know?
a. Availability of High Speed Internet in NH (Mapping)
b. Broadband Adoption in NH – Survey Results
c. Leveraging Broadband to Promote Economic Development
4) Broadband In NH – What are we Doing?
5) NH Broadband Community Resources: 
6) Training Available
7) Broadband Solutions and Funding Toolkit
8) Working with Ready Communities – Announcement 
9) Community Readiness Assessment Tool and Demo

5. Attach as a separate document any success stories or best practices you have identified. Please be as specific as possible.
				

