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2013 Quarter 1 Supplemental Answers

Describe any additional project milestones that have been accomplished over this reporting period.

Data Collection
· Contacted more than 200 broadband providers to encourage participation in the seventh round of mapping for the National Telecommunications and Information Association (NTIA).  Followed up with many to secure and update their data.
· Began processing coverage updates from providers, and modifying the geo-database.
· Continued extensive updates to the Community Anchor Institution database.
· Met with the Illinois State Board of Education to plan a survey of K-12 schools in Illinois, measuring their Internet access and capacity.
· Geocoded a table of over 6,000 school location addresses as a preliminary step in creating a number of cartographic products in support of the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE)/Broadband Illinois project

Capacity Building
· Published an Annual Report for our organization, which is available for download at broadbandillinois.org. The annual report highlights the achievement of eTeam utilization, broadband service tools, the Broadband Deployment Council, Broadband Innovation Fund, and several other successes.  
· Published Chicago Broadband Adoption paper written by Karen Mossberger to the Broadbandillinois.org website and in the Broadband Illinois Newsletter. 
· Nearing the end of broadband research done by Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs and Strategic Networks Group on broadband adoption by businesses in Illinois.
· Co-hosted the 2nd annual Western Illinois Technology and Agriculture Summit with nearly 65 community members and broadband enthusiasts in attendance.  
· Met with representatives from several broadband initiatives to discuss collaboration to maximize those efforts, including Gigabit Squared, Connect2Compete, Comcast Internet Essentials, and FirstNet.
· Spoke on a panel about community and state broadband initiatives at the Freedom to Connect conference.
· Facilitated the Broadband Deployment Council Meeting, where legislative issues for allowing easier and more accessible permitting were discussed.  
· Issued a press release highlighting the Broadband Telemedicine Summit to be held on May 20th in St. Louis, and continued planning the event.
· Participated in the Kansas City Hack-a-Thon, making contacts with community leaders spearheading the Google Fiber Investment there.
· Convened meetings with dozens of additional stakeholders to advance our mutual interest in using better broadband to create better lives.


Technical Assistance
· Hosted broadband planning and action meetings in the Northwest, North Central, and Chicagoland eTeam regions.  The Northwest eTeam came away from the meeting with the outline of a strategic broadband plan for the region.  Goals include meeting future needs, redundancy backup system’s needs, linking partnership more effectively, connecting critical users, infrastructure for excellence, getting the most connectivity for costs, and getting citizens ready for broadband. 
· Convened a meeting with the Regional Superintendent of Schools for Macomb and surrounding counties to discuss needs for schools in Western Illinois and what the eTeam can do to help address those issues.
· Participated in a roundtable hosted by the Champaign County Economic Development Corporation.  The discussion was framed with a broadband and economic development focus, and both UC2B and private providers were able to give updates on their service.
· Met with the new Chief Technology Officer for John A. Logan College, Mark Kinkade, to discuss using Broadband Illinois’ maps to find available services and providers in the area. 
· Assisted Champaign Economic Development office to set a meeting with a local provider, who aims to expand to six schools and libraries.
· Worked with various entities to help strategize solutions for their broadband needs, and those in their communities.  These entities include Massac Hospital, Vital Economy, and the University of Illinois Extension.
· Promoted our efforts through a booth at the Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs conference.  eTeam leaders spoke with several community leaders and made new contacts in rural communities.  Additionally, published a story on the conference.
· Selected Softweb Solutions as the developer for the Wi-Fi Locator Mobile Application, funded in part by the Rural Policy Action Partnership.  Began working with them, and are seeing excellent progress.
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