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The Florida Legislature designated the Department of Management Services (DMS) in Statute 364.0135 to apply for grants and lead broadband planning and development efforts in Florida. DMS was awarded a grant of $8.8M from the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) to conduct broadband data inventory, mapping, technical assistance and planning in the State of Florida.  The broadband mapping project was funded to increase broadband access and adoption through better data collection and broadband planning; and the Florida Broadband Map was developed. This tool was utilized to inform policymakers and provide consumers with improved information on the broadband Internet services available to them.
The Department created an inventory of broadband services availability, community anchor institutions locations, and broadband access availability to ultimately increase broadband access to unserved and underserved areas across the state.  The map provided a planning tool for the state’s policy makers and the private sector as they consider investment in broadband to deliver value to Florida’s taxpayers and augment the state’s economic development work.
[bookmark: _Toc414348267]Accomplishments
Throughout the grant the Mapping Team consisted of a Mapping Project manager and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) contractor.  The Team worked together to provide coordinated outreach, data collection, data analysis and data preparation for submission for the biannual deliverables to the NTIA.  The Team successfully submitted ten data sets to the NTIA for the duration of the grant.  The Team also prepared a Florida map which incorporated the non-confidential data layers and other specific layers for the state of Florida’s use such as E-rate funding status for years 2012 through 2014, school and district bandwidth compliance with the state standards, Florida Senate and House of Representative district boundaries, and demographic data.  Examples of the map are shown below.
Community Anchor Institution overlay  and layer interaction with cable and fiber availability.
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E-rate funding layer and district and school compliance layer.
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